Front Cover





Literacy International:

James



















Copyright © 2018 Literacy International

info@LiteracyInternational.net







English

Spiritual










1




















Hello, my name is James. I lived a long time ago.



One day I was working with my friends Peter and Andrew, and my brother John and our father. We were catching fish to sell. We lived this way. Then the man named Jesus came by. He talked to us for a while and then said “Follow Me. I will make you fishers of men.” Why? How were we going to do that?



We learned. We had to leave our boats and our father, but God somehow took care of them.



Jesus told good stories. The poor people loved these stories. He didn’t just preach. He knew how to make people laugh and feel good. He touched them and made them well if they were sick.
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If they lost control of themselves, He could order demons out. Then they would be calm. Some were even dead and He made them live again.



One day Jesus told me and Peter and John, “Let’s go up that mountain there.” We walked a long way and finally came to the top.



Suddenly He looked different. His face was like the sun. His clothes were white like lightning.



Two men were with Him. Their clothes also were very bright. One man was Moses and the other one was Elijah. I knew them from what our Scriptures had taught me. They couldn’t be anybody else. I knew that Moses gave us laws to live by. Elijah told us all about false gods.
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Peter often liked to speak without thinking. He said he wanted to stay up there. “I’ll build three shelters,” he told Jesus. One for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”



Suddenly a bright cloud came over them. A voice came out of the cloud. It said, “This is my beloved Son. I am pleased with Him. Listen to what He says and do it.” We were all terribly frightened and we fell on our faces. Jesus touched us and we could stand up. We weren’t afraid any more.



Then Moses and Elijah were gone. Jesus looked like us again.



But I knew that He was different from us. He often heard God speaking to Him. God hadn’t said any of our friends were His special sons. And none of our friends could shine like the sun or make dead people walk!



We left the mountain.



Immediately a man came up to us and begged Jesus for help. His boy would shake and shake. No one could stop it. The boy would fall anywhere, into fire or water. John, Peter and I had seen wonderful things on the mountain, but we couldn’t do anything for that boy.
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Jesus told us that our lives were wrong. He said that none of us had real faith. Then He told the demon to get out of the boy. The boy calmed down. Matthew 17 in the Bible tells about these things that happened.



Where did we go from there? Jesus talked about how He was going to die. We could see that He had a strange power, like God. He pulled some money out of a fish’s mouth. He paid all our taxes with it. We wanted some of that power. We argued about who would be the greatest ones.



He said we had to be humble like quiet children. We were to learn. We were to be His followers.
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Jesus didn’t want us to tell anyone about God’s holy light on the mountain. He said we had to wait until after He had died and left the grave. He didn’t want to make Himself great or special. He made us all see how He loved lost people and looked for them.



Jesus came from the highest place with God in Heaven. Then He stepped far down. He took the lowest place He could take. As a baby, He slept where animals ate. He worked as a poor carpenter for years in a small town. He knew many people and they trusted Him. 



But some asked if any good thing could come from the town where Jesus came from.



When He was 30, Jesus went to Jerusalem and spoke against the priests. He told them that their religion was not real. He said that He was the Son of God. The priests were angry. They took Him to the Romans. The Romans owned our country. We were all afraid of them.



The Roman soldiers laughed. They put a purple robe on Jesus and twisted some thorns on His head. They beat Him. They drove nails through His hands into a heavy wooden beam. Then they hung Him high in the air. I couldn’t stay around. It was too awful.
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All but one of us followers ran away. Jesus was left between two thieves on other crosses. All three of them finally died. There were some soldiers there, with a few other people and some women who loved Jesus.



A rich man gave Jesus a tomb behind a very heavy rock. But on the morning of the third day, Jesus was gone!



Later we learned what had happened. An angel moved the rock and sat on it. The Roman soldiers shook and fell down as if they were dead. Jesus came alive and went out of the tomb. Our women were the first ones to see Him.
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After He died and came back to life, more people saw Him. 500 people saw Him at one time. Then Jesus called us to meet Him in Galilee. He taught us many deep things about His Father and Himself. He called the Holy Spirit of God to be with us. We began to see great things, as we had before, when He was alive and with us. The Bible books of Acts and I Corinthians 15:6 tell about this.



I was one of His followers. Once He told us something about not thinking that you are important. When you go to a feast, He said, don’t try to take the highest place. If you do, a more important person might come in. Then the hosts will give him the higher place and you will look foolish. It is better to take the low place at first and be called up.



“The last shall be first and the first shall be last,” He once said. All of us had to step down to a low place as He did. But then God raised each of us up in a wonderful way. We could work and live with Him.



Jesus went back to His Father in Heaven. I saw Him go. Then some men started hurting or killing the followers because we believed Jesus was the Lord. But Jesus promised to meet us in Heaven. All of us who believe that Jesus is the Lord will live with Him in Heaven.
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