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                 The Sparrow Who Found A Home

                                    Psalm 84:3



God’s people love to sing, and their songs are cheerful and full of life. One of the lullabies for children going to sleep goes this way, “I am Jesus’ little lamb; therefore, glad at heart I am. Jesus loves me; Jesus knows me. All that’s good and fair He shows me. Tends me every day the same; even calls me by my name!”



We are not the only ones who love to sing. Many birds do, too. And those who can’t sing well can listen to those birds which sing beautifully. People sometimes catch birds and put them in cages. Some song birds keep on singing even when they are held in cages!



Now there is a plain little bird called a sparrow. Sometimes people pay not attention to it and chase sparrows away with stones. When Jesus was here on earth, they were sometimes killed and eaten! One day He said to His disciples, “Some people may not like you and what you tell them about Me, but don’t be afraid. Just think! Two sparrows are sold for a penny, but not one of them will fall to the ground without your Father in heaven knowing about it. Moreover, He watches over you so carefully that He knows how many hairs you have on your heads. So don’t be afraid of people, for you are worth more than many sparrows.”
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That doesn’t mean that God doesn’t value His sparrows, for He does. The Lord Jesus said to His disciples, “Not one of them is forgotten by God.” Since He remembers every one of them, when you see a bird you can say to yourself, “God has not forgotten that bird. He knows all about it. So, of course, God never forgets about me. God is so good!” Or say something like that.



Now there was a beautiful singer years ago who wrote in a song about a sparrow who needed a home, that is, a place to make a nest. This song is in God’s Word, the Bible. There are one hundred and fifty songs found together in one place just about in the middle of God’s Book. One of them, No. 86, tells us about this sparrow.



The sparrow must have been looking in a number of places for a nest. This would have been in the city of Jerusalem where there were lots of people and crowded streets. The sparrow wanted a quiet place in which to build a nest, lay some eggs, and raise some little sparrows. She found just the right place when she flew up to the temple mount where God’s House stood and where people came to worship God.
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The writer of the song tells us, “Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself ... where she may have her young -- a place near Your altar, Oh Lord, Almighty, my King and my God. Blessed are those who dwell in Your House; they are ever praising You.” And again in the same song, he goes on, saying, “Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked, for the Lord God is a sun and shield.”
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How contented the sparrow would be listening to the singers in God’s house! And how safe the sparrow would feel in such a place. Yes, this was a wonderful place to raise a brood of young sparrows! No harsh noise. No danger to life. Fresh air and sunshine. This sparrow had found a home.



But the Lord Jesus laid down His glory and left His home in heaven, and as he said while down here on earth, “The birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man,” referring to Himself, “has no place to lay His head.” He came and suffered in this far from perfect world in order by His sacrifice to open the way for us and creation to be wonderfully changed for the better. We can find our true home with Him, for He who died for us, and lives again for us.



God’s Word says, “The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed” as new creatures in Christ, and “the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning.” Human disobedience and sin has affected not only us but also the birds of the air and the beasts of the field as well as the fish of the sea. But Jesus came to win the Victory over all that. Victory over sin in our lives. He gives us songs in the night and praise on our lips.
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We have yet to see all that God will do to restore His created beings to His plan. But He has told us what it will be like. Listen to this from God’s Word:



“The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together, and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the bear. Their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper’s nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on all My holy mountain (says God), for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. See, I am doing a new thing ... the wild animals honor Me. The jackals and the owls, because I provide water in the desert ... My chosen ones will long enjoy the works of their hands, they will be a people blessed ... they will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain (Isaiah 11:6-9, 43:19-21).”



What a hope, and one made possible by Jesus, our Savior! For the sparrows then -- no more stones cast, no more cages, no more killing. The Spirit of Jesus is here even now to make us feel at home, truly home, and not home alone. He is teaching us how to live together in His peaceable Kingdom. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!
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"Praise the Lord, You Wild Animals and all Cattle,

Small Creatures and flying Birds!" - Psalm 148:7, 10
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