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                  When Ravens Carried Daily Bread

                            1 Kings 17:1-9; 18; 19



The Lord Jesus Christ taught a prayer which people who believe in Him have been praying for almost two thousand years, and in that prayer He urges us to pray, “Give us this day our daily bread.” When people have plenty and even more than they need, they may wonder why they should pray for daily bread. Other people, who have nothing to eat, know that they should not take ease and comfort for granted. They are glad to look to God to supply their needs.



A man of God named Elijah received a command from God. “Go to your king, Ahab,” God said, “and tell him that because of his great sin his country will have no rain until I decide to give rain once more.” After Elijah went to Ahab and gave him this bad news, he had to go away and hide because the king was very angry at him for bringing this message. God told him where to hide across the Jordan river to the east and in a narrow valley where there was a small brook. How would he get food to eat way out there? God told him, “I have ordered ravens to bring you bread and meat every morning and every evening while you are there.”
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This was out of the ordinary, but there is nothing ordinary about God. He can give orders to ravens just like he ordered Elijah to tell Ahab what this king didn’t want to hear. Elijah knew God so well that he trusted what He had said. So he crossed the river and went to the valley where he found a small brook. This would give him water to drink.



Then, as God had promised, the ravens began to come with food for him. Morning and evening, day by day, they didn’t miss a single time. They had bread and meat for him, and they knew how much he could eat. So it was not too little and not too much.
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Where did they get this food? Elijah never found out, but he knew enough about ravens to know that they could swoop down on a market table or into a kitchen window and snatch something up. If they saw a caravan plodding along, sometimes a dried hunk of meat would be tied on top of a load. This was considered fair game for the birds though caravan men tried to shoo them away before they tore off a piece.



Ravens are bigger and stronger than crows, so these birds who took care of Elijah in the wilderness might even have come from Ahab’s palace where his queen, Jezebel, fed 850 priests of false gods daily. Food was there and to spare, and if Ahab, who was hunting for Elijah, was also feeding him, the angels in heaven would have a good laugh.



As for Elijah, he knew the songs of David, especially the one where he calls God his Shepherd, the One who sets a table for him in the presence of his enemies. So Elijah would thank God for the food which the ravens brought, and he was thankful for these birds, who flew many miles for him. They would often drink at the brook before they left Elijah.











4






Now God had stopped the rains as He said he would, and so after a while the brook where Elijah was staying began to get smaller and smaller until finally it was a few pools of water. The time had come for God to give Elijah another surprise, and he was ready for it. He heard God speak to him, saying, “Elijah, I want you to move right away from here and go far north and then west to the seacoast to the city of Zarephath in the area of Sidon. I have commanded a widow there to provide you with food.”



Elijah would still have to hide from King Ahab, but this time it would be in another country and among a strange people. God protected him on this trip, and Elijah never doubted that God’s plan was best. All he needed to do was follow.



Now this widow had run out of almost all her food and oil, and she certainly wondered how she could feed a visitor when she didn’t have enough for herself and her son. But God told Elijah on his arrival that the jar of flour would never be empty and the widow’s jug would never run dry. And for two years God supplied food for Elijah, the widow, and her son by a second miracle.
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Elijah told the widow and her son about how wonderful God is and how everyone should serve Him. When her son died, and Elijah prayed to God to give the boy his life back, the boy came alive again. Then the widow knew for sure that God is the greatest and God is good. After that, God told Elijah that it was time to go and face King Ahab.



God had ordered the ravens and commanded the widow. Now He was commanding Elijah to risk his life again. Elijah didn’t hesitate, and what happened was a great victory for God. Elijah not only faced the king; he faced the 850 priests of false gods. They were proved false, and God showed His power in mighty ways. The people rose up and killed these false leaders, and so

God gave them rain in their country which they needed so badly.



Up to this point Elijah had done seven great jobs for God, but he was tired. He got his eyes off God and fled way south to desert country. God knew what he had done. It certainly was not where God had told him to go. But God loved Elijah and was kind to him even when he got discouraged. God fed him out there in the desert in a special way for the third time. He sent an angel with food and drink. The angel brought him a loaf of bread, which had been baked over a fire, and a jar of water.
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It was such a blessing to Elijah, and he was very grateful. God was so good to him even when he didn’t deserve it.



Elijah travelled on, but the time came when God spoke to him and said, “What are you doing here?” and a second time, “What are you doing here?” Back in the narrow valley Elijah could have said, “You sent me here.” Up at the widow’s home, he could have said, “You sent me here.” In front of Ahab Elijah could have answered, “You told me to come here.” But what could Elijah say to God now?



At first he made an excuse to God that he was all alone with no one to help speak up for God. God answered, “I have seven thousand faithful people that I can count on to serve me.” Then God did a remarkable thing. He didn’t scold His servant. He gave him some new jobs to do and got him going again.



Think of this -- Elijah did seven jobs for God before he decided he wanted to give up, but God got him going again, and he did another seven jobs for God. And God gave him a good companion named Elisha. Then Elijah, who had risked his life so many times, didn’t die anyway. God sent horses and a chariot for him and took this man up to heaven.
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And up there with the Lord of glory, he probably likes to sing with others David’s song where it says, “And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”



But Elijah is also grateful for the kindness of the ravens and the widow and the angel when he needed help on earth, knowing that they were God’s answers to his prayers to God for dally bread.
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"Praise the Lord, You Wild Animals and all Cattle,

Small Creatures and flying Birds!" - Psalm 148:7, 10
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The End
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