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Characters:

Topia

Hariti

Topia's parents

Hariti's parents

Mr Taromo
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Scene: In the village under a mango tree, the girls' parents are sitting down discussing the letters from the class teacher.
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Topia's father: Topia! Hariti! Come here! Your teacher sent us a message.



Topia: Oh! What's the message?                                   

Hariti's father: You have not been going to school. Listen to this:



"Your daughters have missed several days' lessons this term. Please tell them to come to school every day." Well! is that correct?
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Topia & Hariti: Yes, but... 

Hariti's mother: But why? We've been thinking you were at school.

Topia's mother: I thought you liked school.

Topia: We do like school, but...

Hariti: Sometimes we just like collecting shellfish on the reef.










5







Topia's father: You are not going collecting shellfish. You have to go to school. 

Topia & Hariti: OK, OK! We will go to school tomorrow.

Hariti's father: Do you promise?

Topia & Hariti: Yes, we promise!
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The next day ...
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Topia: Hariti, the tide is low and there's dry reef out there. It's a good day to collect shellfish. 

Hariti: But what about what our parents said?

Topia: They won't find out.

Hariti (whispering): OK! Let's wait until the other children have gone.
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The girls hide until all the children have gone to school

and their parents have gone to the gardens ...
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Topia: Hariti! They've all gone. Hurry! Our baskets, quick!

Hariti: I'll race you down to the reef.

Topia: Watch out for the sharp corals.

Hariti: Look! There's a lot of shellfish everywhere!
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They collect plenty of shellfish ...
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Hariti: We've got enough. Let's go home now.

Topia: I can't wait for the taste of delicious shellfish.



Hariti: Hey! There's no one around.

Topia: That's good. No one has seen us.

Hariti: Topia, get the firewood. I'll get the shells ready in the pot. Now let's make the fire and put the pot on. There.

Topia: There's too much smoke. Let's go outside.
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Hariti: Topia, did you see the one I found under a small coral? I like eating that kind. It tastes really nice.



Topia: When they are cooked, I'll taste a bit of it, Hariti.



Hariti: You know what, Topia! It's good to be on our own, with no one to ask us why we haven't been to school and so on.



Topia: I agree, Hariti. School is good but this is more fun. Still, we'd better be careful. Our parents will scold us if they find out we are missing classes again.
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The girls continue to talk.

They do not see a man approaching on a bicycle ...
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Hariti: Quick Topia! Get into the house. Mr Taromo is coming.

Topia: Is he coming towards the house?

Hariti (peering through a hole in the wall and whispering): Yes!

Topia: What's he doing now?

Hariti: He's getting closer!
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Topia: Is he coming up our path?

Hariti: Yes! Quick! Hide!

Mr Taromo (knocking on the door): Who is inside? Open the door! Topia. Hariti, I know you are in there! 

Topia: What should we do?  

Hariti: Don't open the door

Mr Taromo: If you girls don't open the door, I will wait here until your parents come.
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Topia: If we don't let him in, we'll be in worse trouble. 

Hariti: OK. You open it.



Topia (signalling to Hariti ): No, you do it!
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Quietly, Hariti opens the door ...
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Mr Taromo (looking in and seeing the pot of shellfish): Aha! So you have been collecting shellfish again.



Hariti: We're sorry, Mr Taromo.

Mr Taromo: You certainly will be if your parents catch you here. Come on. Your shellfish can wait. Get on the bicycle. I'm taking you back to school.
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