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Preface














This book was written with and for the Kwakum people of the East region of Cameroon. It is a translation and was not designed for Americans/Europeans — even though it is in English. It can be adapted for use in America and Europe, or it can be used with immigrant communities within those areas. It is most applicable to animistic, anglophone regions of Africa.



How to use this book:



This book was designed for believers to do an 8 to 12-week study with one or more individual(s) interested in knowing more about the Bible.



Use this book with the Bible. Because it was designed for those with little to no Bible background knowledge, we recommend you use the GNT, NLT, or NIV versions of the Bible.



Use this book with open ears. This book was designed to help you first listen to the beliefs of your hearers. This may be difficult if hearers are saying untrue or offensive things. We encourage you to listen silently and later let the Bible address these errors.
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Additional Information:



We have used simple language and have avoided proper nouns found in the Bible. Our goal was to keep the main points of each passage central, while omitting peripheral details—so as to not overwhelm the hearer.



Several examples within this book are based on Ethnos360's Building on Firm Foundations by Trevor McIlwain and are used with permission (pgs. 16, 18, 21, 23, and 45). The lesson on the Life of Christ is based on the curriculum Christianity Explained by Matthias Media.



This book was designed for the unreached and is not a systematic theology.



Scripture in this book is from the Good News Translation (GNT).



Send feedback to stacey.hare@worldteam.org.
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What do you believe?



















































































Everyone has questions about God, religious matters, human nature, spirits, and what will happen in the future.



How about you? What do you believe?
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Have you ever gone to a church? How was it?



Where do you think the Earth came from?



Where do you think people came from?



What do you think is the source of life?



Who do you think created everything?



Do you think there are multiple gods, or just one?



What do you think God is like?

Does God sleep?

Does he drink water?

Is he married?

Is he good or evil?
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What do you think about human nature?



At their core, are people basically good or evil?



Why do you think people suffer?



Why do you think people die?



Where do you think people go when they die?
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What do you believe about the spirit world?



What are spirits like?



Do you believe that spirits can possess humans?



In what way do you think spirits torment humans?



Do you believe that spirits are more powerful than God?



------

Everyone has their own way of answering these questions.



But how do we know if what we believe is correct?
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When God created the heavens and the earth, he was alone. This means that your ancestors were not with him watching what he was doing; neither were mine. If our grandparents were not there to see the earth when it was created, how can we know what happened?































God used his people to write a book that we call the Bible in order to tell us what happened at the beginning. The Bible also teaches us about what God is like, human nature, what spirits exist and how they act, and what we can expect to happen in the future.
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The Bible is a message from God. That means that everything written in the Bible is of utmost importance. Further, this Bible is not just for English-speakers but is for every language on the planet. And since this book is for everyone, that means it is also for you. The Bible says:
















“God keeps every promise he makes."

- Proverbs 30:5a



































You and I ought to believe what the Bible says.
















Psalm 1:1-2; Psalm 19:8-11; Psalm 119:9, 89, 105, 130; Jeremiah 1:9; Matthew 4:4; 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21; Revelation 1:11
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What is God like?




























What do you believe about God?



Where is God? Is he near to people? or far from them?



Can God see everything that takes place on the Earth?



Does God judge the wealthy and the poor according to the same standard?



Is God like us? If so, in what way is he like us? Or in what way is he not like us?



In your opinion, how many gods are there?
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God is One































A lot of people think that there are many gods. For example, they believe that there are certain gods for certain places - there are gods that reign over cities and others that live in rivers, and still others in baobab trees.



However, the Bible says:


















"Besides me there is no other God; there never was and never will be. I alone am the LORD, the only one who can save you."

Isaiah 43.10b-11















Exodus 15:11, Isaiah 44:6, Isaiah 45:5-6
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God is Eternal

































The Bible says:


















"In the beginning, God..."- Genesis 1:1















In other words, in the beginning God just was. When there were no other people, no other spirits, no trees, no earth, nothing...God alone existed. In fact, God has no beginning and he has no end.























Psalm 90:2, Isaiah 44:6, Isaiah 48:12-13, Revelation 1:8, Revelation 4:8.
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God Does Not Need Anything































The Bible says that God does not...


















"...need anything that we can supply by working for him, since it is he himself who gives life and breath and everything else to everyone." - Acts 17:25















What did you understand when I read you this verse?
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How about you? What sorts of things do you need to survive?

When you need something, what do you do? Who would you ask to help you?



When in need, people will sometimes ask their friends or family for help. But God never has to do that.



God doesn't ask his friends for help because God never needs anything. Before everything was created, God existed all by himself. He does not lack food, tools, money, or even knowledge. He has never gone to school in order to learn and no one has ever taught him anything.
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God is the Creator





























































































































































What did God create? The Bible says:


















"In the beginning, when God created the universe..." - Genesis 1:1















So, what did God create? He created every single thing that we can see. This includes the moon, the stars, the fish; everything. God is the only one who has the power to grant life and he uses his power to make all kinds of living things.
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In Cameroon, when little girls find yarn and a bottle laying on the ground, they like to use them to make little baby dolls. They carry these dolls on their backs and pretend to be their mothers. But, do they have the power to give these baby dolls life? No. God is the only one who has the power to give life.
















Genesis 2:7, Psalms 24:1, Psalms 33:6-9, Isaiah 45:18,

Acts 17:28
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God is Good

































In what way is God good? The Bible says:
















"God looked at everything he had made, and he was very pleased. Evening passed and morning came—that was the sixth day."

- Genesis 1:31



















According to this verse, what did God think of everything that he made?
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We all know that people make mistakes. Have you ever built a house that was absolutely perfect, totally straight, and with no rain leaking in? Or perhaps you cook. Have you ever cooked a big pot of food and then the dogs got into it? Or you put too much salt into it? In reality, everything that we make has mistakes built into it. Why? Because we aren't perfect. Therefore, that which we create isn't perfect.































God, on the other hand, never makes mistakes. Everything he makes and does is perfect since he is perfect. In the beginning when he created the world, the spirits, the people, the flowers, and the fish in the seas; everything was perfect, again, because God is perfect.
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The Bible says:


















"He is good to everyone and has compassion on all he made."

- Psalm 145:9















How do you understand this verse?
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This verse shows us that the Lord uses his power in order to do people good. He does good because he is good.



Now, how do powerful people usually use their power?



They often use their power for their own well-being or to do evil. However, God is better than man. Unlike most of us, he uses his power for the good of those weaker than him.































Psalms 100:5, Psalms 145:8-9, James 1:17
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God is Love

















What does it mean that God is love? The Bible says:


















"Love comes from God. Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God."

- 1 John 4:7















What does this verse say to you?

Have you ever had a friend who just kept taking from you to the point that you had nothing left? Well, God is not like that friend. In fact, God is a God who seeks to do good to man. Who gave you the air you breathe? God did. And did you know that God does not have a body? Therefore, he doesn't need air to breathe. If he doesn't need air to breathe, then for whom did he create air? He made it for you because he loves you. In fact, all the plants, the trees, the flowers; he made all of that for you and me. He doesn't need to eat, but we do. Clearly, God uses his strength to show us that he loves us.
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Another way we see that God loves people is when the Bible talks about God walking with man. A lot of people think that the spirits are closer to us than God is, but this is not true. The Lord is everywhere and therefore is close to his people. In contrast, the spirits are not able to be present everywhere like God.

































Let me ask you: Do you think that the president is going to come to your house and spend time with you? No, he isn't going to do that because he doesn't know you. And, honestly, he doesn't love you. But, God is not like the president of your country. In fact, he knows you very well. He also loves you.
















Psalms 145:9, 15-16; John 3:16; 1 John 4:7-8, 16
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God Reigns Over Everything

















The Bible says:


















"The Lord placed his throne in heaven; he is king over all." - Psalms 103:19

















When someone calls their dog, the dog may come, or he may not. However, when God calls something, it listens. For instance, in the beginning God said, "Let there be light." And there was light.

Have you ever gone into the jungle at night without a flashlight? If you were to say, "Let there be light?" what do you think would happen? Nothing. The truth is that we are not like God. We do not have the power that he does. God alone reigns over everything, including all knowledge. This means that God knows everthing. For example, he knows when it will rain becuase he is the one who sends the rain.
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Like we just said, the Lord knows everything. Fortunately for us, he tells us some (but not all) of what he knows. The Bible says:















"We honor God for what he conceals..."

- Proverbs 25:2a



















The Lord knows everything, whereas you and I have limits to our knowledge. In fact, out of everything God knows, we only know what he tells us.



However, even though God is perfect and wonderful, there is someone who hates him. His name is Satan...



















Deuteronomy 10:14, Psalms 139, Psalms 146:10,

Romans 11:36



















25








Satan



















The Lord created the spirits to love him and serve him. In fact, when he made them, they were totally perfect. However, one spirit wanted to have more authority than God; his name is Satan. Because of Satan's pride, the Lord cast him and the spirits that followed him far away from his presence. God also created a lake of fire which is where he will ultimately throw Satan and his followers. Today, Satan and those spirits (called demons) still live on the Earth, among people. However, one day the Lord will throw them in the lake of fire for all eternity.































Isaiah 45:5-6, Hebrews 1:14, Hebrews 2:16, Jude 6,

2 Peter 2:4, Revelation 12:9
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Questions






























Let's discuss what we just talked about:

What did you like about this lesson?

What did you find hard to understand in this lesson?

What did our lesson teach us about God?

In your opinion, why is God worthy of our worship and love?

Why did God cast out Satan and his followers?

Where will God one day throw Satan and his demons?

Do you have any questions for me?

















27








What are People Like?





























In your opinion, do people have basically good hearts or evil hearts?



Why do think that people fight, lie, hurt, and even kill one another?



Why do you think people get sick?



Why do you think that people die?



If God created everything good, then why is there so much suffering on the Earth?



Let's study the Bible together to see what it says about people...
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In the beginning, everything was perfect.

















"Then the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the East, and there he put the man he had formed. He made all kinds of beautiful trees grow there and produce good fruit. In the middle of the garden stood the tree that gives life and the tree that gives knowledge of what is good and what is bad." - Genesis 2:8-9















What did you understand? The Bible says that God created the first man and the first woman. We call our first parents: Adam and Eve. And because God is so kind, he gave them a beautiful garden to live in. In the garden, they had all kinds of fruit trees and everything they needed. They never cut themselves on thorns, or stubbed their toes. Everything was perfect. They also got along well and even though they had work to do, their bodies worked so well that the work wasn't even painful. However, God gave them one little command...
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Man abandonded God.



















God gave Adam this command:















"He told him, 'You may eat the fruit of any tree in the garden, except the tree that gives knowledge of what is good and what is bad. You must not eat the fruit of that tree; if you do, you will die the same day.'"

- Genesis 2:16-17



















What did God command Adam to not do?



God's most powerful enemy, Satan, knew the command that God gave Adam. Satan wanted to see Adam and Eve cast out of the garden. Therefore, he entered into the body of a snake in order to deceive Eve. He manipulated her into eating the fruit. Unfortunately, she listened to the counsel of the serpent and disobeyed God by eating it. Then Eve gave some of the fruit to her husband who also ate it. 
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God punished Adam and Eve.



















Because of their disobedience, God cursed Adam, his wife, and the snake. To Adam, God said,















“You listened to your wife and ate the fruit which I told you not to eat. Because of what you have done, the ground will be under a curse. You will have to work hard all your life to make it produce enough food for you. It will produce weeds and thorns, and you will have to eat wild plants. You will have to work hard and sweat to make the soil produce anything, until you go back to the soil from which you were formed. You were made from soil, and you will become soil again." - Genesis 3:17-19



















And from that point on, mankind's work became a burden. Men and women had to work hard both to live, and to get along with one another.
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The Lord then said to the woman:


















 “I will increase your trouble in pregnancy and your pain in giving birth."

- Genesis 3:16a





























So we see that sickness, difficult work, conflict between man and woman, and death all started in the garden of Eden because of man's sin. How does the punishment God gave mankind in the garden affect your life? What kind of pain do you feel?
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What can we learn from this story?















This story gives us the reason for every death.


















God is life and when someone is cut off from God, he is cut off from the source of life. To illustrate this further, we will talk about cutting down trees...

-What happens when someone cuts down a tree in the forest? The tree falls to the ground and it is no longer connected to the trunk of the tree.

-What then happens to the tree after it lays on the ground for a while? It dries out becuase it is no longer receiving water or nutrients.

-And if the tree is separated from the trunk, how can it draw nutrients from the soil? It can't; therefore it dies.
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Since the tree is no longer able to pull water and minerals from the soil, it will certainly die. In the same way, when Adam and Eve ate the fruit, they were instantly separated from God, who is the source of life. Therefore, because they were separated from God, they were thus separated from life. But, just like the leaves of a tree remain green for a certain time, so Adam and Eve remained alive for a certain time. Nevertheless, because they were separated from the source of life, they eventually died. Then their children died, followed by their grandchildren. Today, everyone still dies. This is in part due to Adam's sin and in part because of their own sin. Everyone will eventually die.
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We reject God when we reject his Word.















































Satan tempted Eve by changing what God had said. He did this so that Eve would doubt God's Word, reject it, and reject him. In the same way, when we reject what God says in the Bible, or if we twist what God says, we are doing what Satan does. To reject God's Word is to reject God.



















35










We reap what we sow.














Why did God throw Adam and Eve out of the garden? He threw them out because of what they chose to do. If they had not eaten the fruit, then they would still be enjoying life in the garden. Bad things happened to them because of their choices and the same is true today.  Consider the following examples:


































Example 1: Imagine that someone stole their neighbor's chicken. When he was caught the neighbors beat him and make him pay them back with two chickens. Whose fault was it that the thief was beaten? It was his fault. If he hadn't stolen, then he wouldn't have been beaten. In other words, we reap what we sow.
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Example 2: Imagine a man is harsh with his wife and she leaves him to go back to her father's house. Whose fault is it that she left? It is the man's fault. If he had been kind to her, she would have stayed. In other words, we reap what we sow.

Example 3: Imagine that a man refuses to work, but instead stays in the villlage all day drinking with his friends. What is going to happen? He is going to be hungry. If he had worked, then he would not be hungry. In other words, we reap what we sow.































When we continue reading the story of Adam and Eve, we see that their children followed their parents, sinning against God. In the same way, everyone since them has sinned, including you and me.
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We sin like our father Adam.















"Sin came into the world through one man, and his sin brought death with it. As a result, death has spread to the whole human race because everyone has sinned."

- Romans 5:12





















What does this verse say to you? Why does everyone die (according to this verse)? It says that everyone dies becuase everyone is a sinner. So, in your opinion, what is sin?




















Sin is all that we think, say, or do that does not please God.















Could you give me some examples of sin?
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We sin against God when we do not love him. We might think about our farms or what we will eat or what we will wear, but we forget about God. Would you say that you love the Lord with all of your heart? Matthew 22:37































We also sin against God when we worship and serve other gods or spirits. For example, we might offer the river a sacrifice so that we catch a lot of fish. Have you ever paid homage to another god or to spirits? Exodus 20:4-5a


































We sin against God by bowing before statues (even a statue of Mary) and offering sacrifices to them. Have you ever bowed before a statue? Exodus 20:4-5a
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We sin against God when we try to do what only he is supposed to do. For instance, we sin in this way when we try to control the weather through sorcery. Have you ever been to the village ngambe man? Deuteronomy 18:10-13































We offend God when we demand to know the future. An example of this is when we practice  divination.

Isaiah 46:10


































We anger God when we trust in a cord around our waists, or a charm in our field, rather than in him. He is offended when we do not look to him for protection.
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We sin against God when we look at what other people have and want it for ourselves. Luke 12:15































God is offended when we look at a man or a woman (who is not our spouse) and want to sleep with them. In other words, it is a sin to look at a person's body sexually and in doing so fail to see them as a person.

Matthew 5:27-28


































It is a sin when we sleep with someone other than the person we are officially married to.

1 Corinthians 6:9, 18
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We sin against God when we hate other people and when we insult them or curse them. Have you ever cursed somone? Matthew 5:22































We sin against God when we harm other people physically (fighting, slapping, hitting). Have you every hit another person?

Matthew 7:12


































We sin when we drink too much wine or alcohol. When we do this, we are allowing the wine to take control over our bodies. This grieves the Lord because he wants to rule over us. Have you ever gotten drunk?

Ephesians 5:18
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We sin against God when we place ourselves above other people or when we seek our own good without thought of others. In fact, God created us all as equals and we sin when we put others beneath us. Do you live your life seeking the good of others or only your own good? Philippians 2:3-4















We sin against God when we are stingy with what he has given us or when we steal. In fact, the Lord wants us to work hard so that we can share what we have. Do you live your life seeking to get what others have or seeking to give what you have?

Ephesians 4:28, Exodus 20:15


































We offend God when we refuse to wait for him to judge those who mistreat us. God says that he is the judge and that we should never repay evil for evil. Have you ever taken vengence and repaid someone evil for evil? Romans 12:17-21
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Before the Lord, we are like Adam and Eve because we sin like they did. Sadly, sin separates us from God and brings us shame in his eyes.

In fact, when we sin, we are following Satan rather than God. Therefore, we will receive his punishment. His punishment is the Lake Of Fire.
















Questions:


































What do you think of what we have just studied?

What happened to Adam and Eve because of their sin?

Why do people die?

Do you think we have the right to blame Satan when we sin? Why or why not?

What is the punishment for sin?

Do you have any questions for us?
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The Life of Jesus





























The Bible is a book that speaks of Jesus who is also called Jesus Christ.



Have you ever heard the name "Jesus"?



Who do you think Jesus is?



What do you think he did while on Earth?



Before we discuss Jesus, let's review what we have already studied...

(take a moment to review the past chapters)
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Only God can Cover our Shame.






























When God created Adam and Eve, they were completely naked, yet they felt no shame. However, when they ate the fruit, they realized they were naked and were ashamed. Therefore, they covered themselves with leaves to hide their nakedness. However, God rejected this kind of clothing and instead made them clothes of animal skins. The Bible says:


















"And the Lord God made clothes out of animal skins for Adam and his wife, and he clothed them."

- Genesis 3:21















Why do you think that God rejected the clothing that they made?
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The Lord wanted to show Adam and Eve that without him, their shame could not be covered. So, God made them garments out of animal skins, and then he clothed them himself. He is willing to cover people's shame for them.
































God covered Adam and Eve's shame by killing an animal and using its skin to make them clothes. In doing this God teaches us an important lesson - we cannot cover our shame without him.
















Genesis 3:7, 21
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People are still Trying to Remove their Shame by Themselves.



















People today try to hide their shame in a variety of different ways. Some people try to go to church to hide the shame they feel because of their sin. Others give away their money in order to hide their sin. Still others blame other people to prove that they have done nothing wrong. Can you think of other ways that people try to hide their sin?































The truth is that everything that we try to do to hide our sin is in vain because only God can remove it. The good news is that Jesus is the way, and the only way, that our sin and shame can be removed.

Let's talk more about Jesus...
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Jesus is the Son of God.































Because Jesus is the Son of God he has all the power and authority of his Father. In fact, Jesus is God, and he came to live among people around 2,000 years ago. All throughout his life, he shows us his power and his authority as God.
















Mark 1:1
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Jesus has Power over Evil Spirits.
































One day when Jesus was living on Earth, he met a man who was possessed by evil spirits. These evil spirits had taken control of his body. For years, this man had been living in a place where everyone in the village buried their dead. The people in his village bound him with chains, but the evil spirits gave him so much strength that he broke them all. He walked around screaming and crying out. He also cut his body with rocks until he was covered with blood.
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When the man saw Jesus, one of the evil spirits within him started to speak. He said, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In the name of God, I beg you, don’t torture me!” Jesus commanded that spirit and all the rest of the spirits to leave the body of the man. Immediately, all of the spirits came out of him. Then the man went and put on clothes and was totally normal again. All of his neighbors were shocked!



Jesus was able to do this because he created everything, including the spirits. They know that he is their ruler. Jesus is more powerful than they are because Jesus is God.
















Mark 5:1-13
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Jesus has More Power than the Wind and the Sea.

































One day, Jesus and his followers were in a boat on a lake. Suddenly, a violent wind came and rocked the boat so much  that Jesus' followers thought they were going to die.



















They begged Jesus for help, and he scolded the wind and the waves--like they were disobedient children! He said, "Silence! Be still!" All of a sudden the wind stopped and the lake was still.



Jesus' followers could not believe their eyes and asked one another, "Who is this man?! Even the wind and waves obey him!"



Little did they know that the man in their boat was the one who created the wind and the waves. Jesus was able to rule over the wind and waves because Jesus is God.



















Mark 4:35-41
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Jesus has Power over Food and Water.



















































The Bible also tells us that Jesus took water and changed it into wine. On another occasion, Jesus took 5 pieces of bread and 2 fish and made it so that they fed over 5,000 people. In the same way, Jesus sent a great number of fish into the nets of fishermen. Jesus has power over all of these things because Jesus is God.
































John 2:1-10, Matthew 14:13-21, Luke 5:1-7
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Jesus has Power Over Sickness and Death.































The Bible explains that Jesus healed people who were paralyzed, who were blind, and also people who couldn't speak.



One day, Jesus went to visit the family of a man who had been dead for four days. People were talking outside of this man's tomb, but the deceased heard nothing. But then, Jesus called his name and the dead man heard his voice. In fact, he stood up and came out of the tomb! The people in his village were shocked!



Jesus was able to do this becuase Jesus is life. Therefore, he can give life even to the dead. Jesus is God.
















Matthew 4:24, John 11:38-44
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Jesus has Power over People.































The people living at the time of Jesus were a lot like you and me. They worked in their fields, they had families, and spent time with their friends. But, Jesus approached some of these people and commanded them to leave everything they had (their boats, their families, their fields, their houses) to follow him...and they did! They left their entire lives to follow Jesus.



Jesus did not only create the fish, or the wind, or the spirits. He also created you and me. And since he created you and me, he has authority over us and can command us to do whatever he thinks is best. Jesus is God.
















Matthew 9:9, Mark 1:16-20, John 1:43
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Jesus has More Power Than Sin.































One day, a group of men brought their paralyzed friend to Jesus. When Jesus saw him he said, "Your sins are forgiven." The people around him were shocked saying only God can forgive sins!



Jesus has power over sin and he can easily forgive people's sin. He can do this because Jesus is God.
















Luke 5:18-21
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So, who is Jesus? Jesus is the Son of God. This means that he has all power and all authority in Heaven and and Earth. Jesus is more powerful than every person; he has authority over them and their sin. He is more powerful than evil spirits. He is more powerful than sickness and death. Jesus is God.
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Questions




























How do we know Jesus is God?



What does Jesus have power over?



Who has the power to forgive people's sin?



What can we praise Jesus for?
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The Death of Jesus































What did our last lesson teach us about Jesus?



What does Jesus have authority over?



Have you ever seen a cross like this one in a church building?



Why do you think people like to wear crosses?



How do you think Jesus is able to forgive people's sin?



















Even though Jesus only did good while living on the Earth, people murdered him when he was about 33 years old. But, people still talk about Jesus to this day. Why do you think that is?



Let me answer that question with a story...
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The Bronze Snake






























The Bible tells us an interesting story about a people group called "Israel." They still live today and yet this story happened to their ancestors who lived a long, long time ago.



God had led the people of Israel through the desert where there was little food and water. They became hungry, hot, tired, and thirsty.
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Finally, they started to question God and complain about the leader who was named Moses. They said:


















“Why did you bring us out of Egypt to die in this desert, where there is no food or water? We can't stand any more of this miserable food!”

Numbers 21:5b
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The Lord heard their complaints and judged them. He sent venomous snakes to bite the people. Many were bitten, and many died.



However, those who did not die realized what they had done wrong. They humbly approached their leader, Moses, and admitted:
















“'We sinned when we spoke against the Lord and against you. Now pray to the Lord to take these snakes away.' So Moses prayed for the people."

- Numbers 21:7
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Moses left to go speak with God on behalf of the people. God responded by saying:
















“Make a snake out of bronze and place it on top of a pole. Anyone who gets bitten can look at the snake and be saved from death.”

Numbers 21:8b (CEV)
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Moses made a bronze snake just like God had said. He then attached it to a pole. Those who were bitten by the snakes could look up at the bronze snake and be immediately healed.































Numbers 21:4-9, Jude 1:16
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What does this story teach us?



















This story teaches us many things...

































The Punishment for Sin is Death.














When the people of Israel complained against God, the Lord sent venomous snakes to bite them. Many of those bitten died. This teaches us that the punishment for sin is death.
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Misfortunate Often Comes From Our Choices















In the story of the snake, why did the people of Israel suffer? They didn't suffer because their neighbors put curses on them. Rather, they suffered because they had criticized God and his servant Moses. If they had not spoken against God, then the Lord would not have sent the snakes to bite them.



Now, when we experience misfortune, we often make excuses and accuse others. However, this story teaches us that we first need to look at ourselves. The suffering that we experience often comes from what we choose to do.
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God Loves.















How can you see God's love in this story?



We see God's love in that he made a way for the people to be healed from their snake bites. Specifically, God had Moses make a snake out of bronze. Then, whoever looked at the snake was healed. God didn't have to give people a way to be healed, but he did--because He loved them.
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If somone refuses God's path of life, they will certainly die.















If someone in the story had refused to look at the bronze snake, what do you think would have happened? They would have died. Why would they have died? Because they refused the path of life--in this case, the bronze snake.



In other words, God gave them a way to be saved, but if they had refused that way, then they would have certainly died.
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The Bronze Snake Helps Us Understand Jesus.






























We have the same problem as the people of Israel. They had venom running through their veins as a result of their complaining. In the same way, we have hearts full of sin.



Their complaining provoked God to anger and many died as a result. In the same way, we provoke God to anger because of our sin and we too will die. However, our death will be worse than that of the people of Israel. Our sin will lead to the death of our spirits in Hell forever.
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But, God provides a way of escape. In the story of the Israelites, God saved people by providing a bronze snake for them to look at. Today, God saves people by providing his Son for people to trust in. Jesus said:















"As Moses lifted up the bronze snake on a pole in the desert, in the same way the Son of Man must be lifted up, so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life." - John 3:14-16
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What happened when Jesus was on the cross?















The Bible says:





















“He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.”

- 1 Peter 2:24

















What does this verse say to you?



This verse means that when Jesus was on the cross, it was as if he himself had done every kind of wrong in the world. And do you remember the punishment for sin?

The punishment for sin is death.
















This means that when he took every sin upon himself, he also took the punishment that came with the sin - death. This means that he took the death we deserved so that we could have life.
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Three days after Jesus' death, he rose again and was seen by more than 500 people.


































But, just as the people of Israel had to look at the bronze snake to be saved, so we must also look to Jesus to save us. He is the only way we can be saved.



















1 Corinthians 15:4-6, Acts 1:3-9



















But you might be asking yourself, "How do I look to Jesus?"



We will answer that question in the next lesson...
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Comprehension Questions














- In the story of the bronze snake, what punishment did God give the people of Israel for criticizing him?

- How are people today like the people of Israel?

- What punishment do we deserve because of our sin?

- In what way is Jesus like the bronze snake?

- How did God show his love for the people of Israel who were bitten by the snakes?

- How does God show his love towards sinners like you and me?

- What did the people of Israel have to do in order to be healed?

- What do people today have to do in order to be saved from eternal death?
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The Significance of the Death of Christ
















- Can you tell me some things we have already learned about Jesus?



- What does it mean that Jesus is the Son of God?



- What are some of the things that Jesus has authority over?



- In what way can we compare Jesus to the bronze snake?
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How should we respond to Jesus?



















Perhaps you believe everything that you have heard about Jesus in this book. Did you know that even evil spirits believe in Jesus? The Bible says:















"Do you believe that there is only one God? Good! The demons also believe—and tremble with fear." - James 2:19



















What did this verse say to you?



This verse shows us that our faith needs to be different than that of the demons. They believe that Jesus lives, but they do not praise him; nor do not love him. They also do not obey him. God calls you and me to believe in Jesus in a way that is different than the way the evil spirits believe. God calls us to worship Jesus.

But why should we worship him?
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We should worship Jesus because he suffered like we suffer.

















When you've had a bad day, has the president ever come by to cheer you up? Of course not!

He doesn't even know you exist. And even if he did know you, he has better things to do with his time.



But Jesus is far greater than the president. He knows you and he loves you. He left all his riches in Heaven in order to come experience the same kinds of suffering that you experience each day. The Bible says:















"He always had the nature of God,

but he did not think that by force he should try to remain equal with God. Instead of this, of his own free will he gave up all he had, and took the nature of a servant. He became like a human being and appeared in human likeness." - Philippians 2:6-7
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What does this verse mean to you?



This verse shows us that Jesus became a servant of humanity. In doing so, he willingly accepted the suffering that we experience.



When Jesus was in Heaven, he had countless angels at his service. He was wealthy and lacked nothing. But Jesus left all of that wealth to live in our world as a poor man. In fact, Jesus didn't even have a bed. Jesus also got hungry like you and me. He got thirsty. He was mocked. Jesus chose to become a simple person like you and me.
































Therefore, Jesus is worthy of our worship.
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We should worship Jesus because he is the source of life.



















Jesus said:















"I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one goes to the Father except by me."

- John 14:6b























We have already studied the story of Lazarus. You might remember that he died and had been dead for four days when Jesus called him back to life. Jesus was able to do that because Jesus is life. Therefore, those who want to live forever need to follow Jesus. He is the only place where we can find eternal life.
































Therefore, Jesus is worthy of our worship.
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We should worship Jesus because he loves sinners.



















Imagine that one of your brothers intentionally shames you in front of your friends. What do you want to do to him? You will probably either seek revenge of you will avoid him. But, God is not like us. The Bible says:















"The greatest love you can have for your friends is to give your life for them."

- John 15:13





















In what way did Jesus demonstrate his love?



He demonstrated his love by dying for his enemies. We rarely hear of someone dying for someone they love. However, we almost never hear of someone dying for their worst enemy. But Jesus is not like us. In fact, he died in our place while we were still his enemies.

Romans 5:8.
















Therefore, Jesus is worthy of our worship.
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We should worship Jesus because he frees us from the power of Satan.

















The Bible tells us that Satan is so powerful that he is able to kill people. However, Jesus took away his power when he died on the cross. Therefore, we no longer need to fear Satan if we trust in Jesus. When we are with Jesus, Satan is to us like a snake without venom. Hebrews 2:14-15





























In other words, when Adam and Even decided to follow Satan's counsel, they actually became Satan's children. And then their children and their children's children became Satan's children. But Jesus died to set Adam and Eve's children free from Satan's power.

Therefore, Jesus is worthy of our worship.
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We should worship Jesus because he saves people from Hell.



















Imagine you steal something from a neighboring village and then get caught. If the villagers find out, they might try to beat you, or even burn you to death. Now imagine that as they are about to light you on fire, someone comes and takes your place--the villagers burn him instead of you. How would you describe this person's love? Amazing? Sacrifical?



The Bible says that God's love is like that:

















"For God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not die but have eternal life." - John 3:16



































Therefore, Jesus is worthy of our worship.
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Are you going to worship Jesus?

















At the end of the world, people from every tribe and language will gather to worship Jesus. One man describes it this way in the Bible:















"After this I looked, and there was an enormous crowd—no one could count all the people! They were from every race, tribe, nation, and language, and they stood in front of the throne and of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palm branches in their hands." - Revelation 7:9
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"And they cried out in a loud voice: Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.”



- Revelation 7:10































Among all the voices that will be praising Jesus, will yours be one of them?



If you accept Christ in this life, he will accept you when he returns. But if you are ashamed of Jesus in this life, he will be ashamed of you when he returns. You should worship Jesus.
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Questions






























-Why is Jesus worthy of our worship?



- Do evil spirits worship Jesus?



- In what way did Jesus suffer like people do?



- If we want life forever, how can we get it?



- How did Jesus show that he loves sinners?



- Do you have a question for me?
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The end of the world

















- Do you think it is important to know what will happen in the future? Why? or why not?

- What do you think will happen at the end of the world?

- Do you think that the world will always be the same as it is now? Do you think that there will always be sickness, death, and war?

- Do you think God will judge everyone at the end of the world?

- In your opinion, who will live with God in Heaven and who will live with Satan in the lake of fire in Hell?



God does know what will happen in the future and he tells us some of the things that are going to happen...
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Jesus will destroy the Earth.





























Since God plans everything, he knows what will happen in the present and in the future.



In the past, Jesus came to be like the bronze snake which was raised up to save those who would look at it. Jesus was raised up on the cross and died to save those who would look to him. Then, Jesus rose from the dead and returned to live with his Father in Heaven.



Before he went back to Heaven, he promised that he would come a second time to Earth.
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The second time Jesus comes to Earth will not be like the first. The first time he came, he came to save. When he comes a second time, he will come to judge. In fact, the Bible tells us that when he returns, he will come like a war hero. The Bible says:
















"But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief. On that Day the heavens will disappear with a shrill noise, the heavenly bodies will burn up and be destroyed, and the earth with everything in it will vanish."

- 2 Peter 3:10



































Jesus will return to punish those who have not accepted him as their Lord. And at that time, neither juju, nor fetishes, nor a person's family will be able to save them from Jesus' anger.
















Acts 1:11, 2 Timothy 4:1, 2 Peter 3:10-13
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Jesus will judge the world.









































































































































Jesus will first destroy the world and then he will take his place on his royal throne in Heaven. All kinds of people will come to line up in his presence: political leaders, the poor, the rich, the weak, and the strong. Jesus will then judge every person according to what they did on the earth, since what we do reveals the condition of our hearts.
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At that time, Jesus will look in the Book of Life. If your name is not written in this book, he will send you into the Lake of Fire. Remember that God created the Lake of Fire for Satan and his angels. All those who follow Satan, refusing to repent, will be sent there as well.
















Revelation 20:11-15
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God will live with his People.































After the judgement, Jesus will create a new heavens and a new Earth. Remember how God cursed the Earth and people because of Adam and Eve's sin? When Jesus comes to recreate the Earth, he will lift the judgment that he placed on it. In fact, everything on Earth will be perfect once and for all.
















Revelation 21:1-4
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Right now, God lives in Heaven in a city which the Bible also calls "The New Jerusalem." One day this city will descend from Heaven to Earth. God will then make his home on the Earth surrounded by those who put their faith in Jesus Christ. For those who believe, they will begin a new life, full of eternal joy. God will live with them, and they will live with God, in perfect harmony.
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The Bible says:
















"I heard a loud voice speaking from the throne: 'Now God's home is with people! He will live with them, and they shall be his people. God himself will be with them, and he will be their God. He will wipe away all tears from their eyes. There will be no more death, no more grief or crying or pain. The old things have disappeared.'"

- Revelation 21:3-4
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The joy of living with God.






























What do you think it would be like to live with God? The truth is that God is so much better than you or me. God is not limited like we are. He is never hungry, or thirsty, and his plans are never frustrated. Right now, everything good comes from God. Therefore, when we live with God, we can be sure that he will provide us with everything that we will need forever, and more. 
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It is also good to live with God because God is love. When we look all around us, we see many bad examples of love. For example...


































A man might say he loves his wife, but he has affairs when he is away from the village.































A woman might say she loves her husband, but she also shames him by gossiping about him.
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But God is not like us. His love is so much better than all the kinds of "love" we see around us. For example:




































































Men may refuse to wash the dishes even when their wives are sick, but Jesus washed his friends' feet.



Women may shame their husbands in front of their friends, but Jesus died to cover our shame.
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God's love is so much greater than the love of a man or a woman. For one thing, our love has limits, and we fail to love at all times. God, however, has promised that he will love those who trust in Christ FOREVER!































Another reason why living with God will be amazing is that God will protect and defend his children forever. When a child is afraid, he quickly runs to his mother so that she'll keep him safe. He knows that his mother will protect him from scary dogs or from bullies. God's love is similiar to this mother's love, but  so much greater. Those who live with God forever will always be protected and kept safe.
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Living with God will also be amazing because he will change the bodies of believers into new, strong, perfect bodies. Right now, everyone gets sick, feels pain, and will eventually die. However, Jesus will give his children new bodies that will never wear out.
































However, the time when everything will be perfect has not yet arrived...



















1 Corinthians 15:35-58, Philippians 3:20-21
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The Already but Not Yet















We said that when someone is with God, he is filled with joy. Why then do believers who say they know God suffer so much on this earth?



When a person accepts Jesus, this person enters into a state we call "The Already, but Not Yet." What does this mean? Here are a couple of examples to explain:



- When someone leaves his house to travel to see his aunt, he is already traveling, but he has not yet arrived at his destination. Instead, he is in a state between two places.



































- When a woman is pregnant for the first time, she is already a mother, but she has not yet fully experienced what it is like to be a mom. This in between state is often characterized by pain and discomfort as she waits for the birth.



















98








The Christian life is sort of like that. When someone accepts Jesus...

...he is already happy to know the Lord, but not yet as happy as he will be in Heaven.

...he is already united to God in spirit, but not yet physically with God.

...he already has a new heart that loves God, but does not yet have a new body that has no desire for sin.

...he is already a part of the family of God, but the problems within this family have not yet ceased.

...he has already been saved by Jesus, but not yet completely separated from suffering.

...he believes that Jesus has already defeated Satan, but also that Satan is not yet in the Lake of Fire, meaning he still has the power to torment Christians.
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The Bible says...
















"For we know that up to the present time all of creation groans with pain, like the pain of childbirth. But it is not just creation alone which groans; we who have the Spirit as the first of God's gifts also groan within ourselves as we wait for God to make us his children and set our whole being free."

- Romans 8:22-23



































For the time being, Christians suffer, but that suffering will not last forever. Christians wait patiently for Jesus' return when he will put an end to all of their suffering.
















Ephesians 6:12
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The Story of a Young Man






























We will conclude this lesson with a story:



Once upon a time, there was a young man who was very poor. Though he grew up in poverty, this young man had an uncle who was incredibly rich. His uncle had multiple plantations, 5 vehicles, and over 20 workers. And this wealthy man had no children.



One day, the uncle died suddenly leaving his fortune to....his nephew.
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The mother of the young man called him and said, "Your uncle has passed away leaving you all of his riches. All of his plantations are yours. His mansion is yours. All of his cars belong to you now. All you need to do is to travel to his home to claim your inheritance.































The young man lept into the air, kissed his mother, and ran to go find his backpack. Taking a few items for the trip, he skipped all the way to the main road. He hailed a taxi and left for his uncle's house. They traveled, and traveled, and traveled because his uncle lived two days away - all the way on the other side of the country. The day turned into night, which turned into day, which turned into night once again.
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Finally, when they were just 5 kilometers away from the uncle's estate...the taxi got a flat tire that could not be repaired. The young man paid the taxi man, got out of the taxi, and started to run towards his uncle's house. He was alone, wet, far from his hometown, a stranger in the neighborhood, and stomping in the mud. But all of this suffering was a small thing to him. Walking through the rain, he only thought of one thing: the riches that awaited him.
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Let's pause our story for a moment. Do you think that while this young man was stomping through the mud, he was angry with his uncle? Why or why not? Do you think he regretted coming to the uncle's village?



No, in his heart was nothing but the hope of reaching the uncle's estate. In fact, that hope made his suffering seem like nothing. As he was worked his way in the rain, he was greeting people, he was helping those living on the street, and he was full of joy.
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Like the young man walking through the mud and rain, the Christian life is difficult and filled with suffering. However, Christians believe that Heaven is at the end of the path and so they keep moving forward. The hope of riches and happiness motivate them to keep pressing on. The Bible says:
















"I consider that what we suffer at this present time cannot be compared at all with the glory that is going to be revealed to us."

- Romans 8:18
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Questions





























How can the hope of living with Jesus forever change the life of a Christian?



What will Jesus do when he returns?



When Jesus returns, will sorcery or fetishes be able to save people from his judgment?



What does it mean when we say, "the already, but not yet?"


















106








The Life of Faith





























In your opinion, what does a person need to do to be saved from God's anger?



Do you know people who say they're Christians, but live like they don't know God? Do you think that they really know God?



Do you think that we can see what a person believes by the way they live?



In your opinion, how should people who believe live?



In your opinion, what does the life of an unbeliever look like?
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What is "faith"?





















The Bible says:















"To have faith is to be sure of the things we hope for, to be certain

of the things we cannot see."

- Hebrews 11:1



































There are many people of faith in the Bible. One such person was named Noah. He was persuaded that what God said was true even though he had no way of confirming what God said.
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The example of Noah

















Noah was a man that lived a very long time ago. At that time, everyone on Earth was doing all kinds of evil things. Because of this, God decided to send a huge, world-wide flood to destroy the Earth. He said to Noah:



















“I have decided to put an end to all people. I will destroy them completely, because the world is full of their violent deeds. Build a boat for yourself out of good timber; make rooms in it and cover it with tar inside and out." - Genesis 6:13-14































When Noah heard what God said, he had a choice to make. Would he believe God's words?
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If Noah believed that God was really going to destroy the earth, what do you think he would have done? The answer to this question is found in the Bible:
































"It was faith that made Noah hear God's warnings about things in the future that he could not see. He obeyed God and built a boat in which he and his family were saved." - Hebrews 11:7a















So, how do we know that Noah believed what God said? Was it because he said he believed? No. We know for certain that Noah believed that God would send a great flood because Noah made a boat to save his family. We can see what Noah believed by what Noah did.
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God will destroy the world again.

































Just as God destroyed the world with water during the time of Noah, so he will destroy the world a second time in the future - but it will be with fire.





















































Just as God saved Noah and all who were with him in the boat, so God will save all who are with Jesus.





















































Just as God saved Noah because of his faith, God will save those who believe in his Son Jesus.



































2 Peter 3:10-13
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We must believe in Jesus.















Can you and I see Jesus today? Did we see him heal people with our own eyes? Did we see him die on the cross with our own eyes?



































No, we can't see Jesus, but the Bible tells us that we must believe in him. We must believe he is who the Bible says he is. When we do this, we follow the example of Noah who accepted what he could not see.



The Bible tells us that if we accept Jesus in this life, he will accept us when he comes to judge the world.


















"Those who believe in the Son are not judged; but those who do not believe have already been judged." - John 3:18a















What does this verse say to you?
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The Bible says:


















"Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not have life, but will remain under God's punishment." - John 3:36















What does this verse mean to you? What does the person who believes in Christ have? What will person who refuses believe not have? Who does the Lord's anger rest upon?







































The anger of God rests upon the one who refuses to believe in Jesus.





























The Son (Jesus) is in between man and God. Those who accept the Son are lovingly welcomed into the presence of the Father.
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When the Lord looks at the people of the world, he is not concerned with the color of their skin or whether they are rich or poor. Instead, he sees two classes of people: those who believe in Jesus and those who do not.



But, there are many people who say that they know Jesus even though they live like they don't. What then is the criteria that the Lord uses to see if someone truly believes in him?
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Our Actions Reveal What We Believe.

















































The Bible says that our actions reveal whether or not we truly believe. James 2:18b says, "I will show you my faith by my actions." This is how Noah showed his faith - by what he did. If he had said he believed a flood was coming, but did not build a boat, he would have shown that he did not actually believe a flood was coming. Noah showed God he believed him by his action of building the boat. In the same way, our actions reveal what we truly believe.
















James 2:18-19
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We are now going to study the actions of someone who believes and someone who does not. Let's start with an example:
































The Bible says that everyone has sinned (Rom 3:23a). The one who does not believe this verse is going to deny that they have done wrong. When someone points out the wrong they've done, they are going to make excuses or accuse others. Therefore, this person's actions show that she does not believe the Bible when it says that she is a sinner.





















On the other hand, the person of faith believes that he is a sinner because the Bible says that he is. He admits his sin before God and before others. When others show him his wrong, he listens with an open mind. If he sees that what the other person is saying is true, then he admits his sin and asks for forgiveness. This action shows that he really believes what God says about him.
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There are many examples to study. In the following pages, we will first look at what God says in the Bible. Then, we will look at the actions of people who believe followed by people who do not believe:


















What the Bible says:














“Worship no god but me."

- Exodus 20:3









































The Actions of the Unbeliever:




















- They have other gods (such as the god of the forest, the god of fishing, etc).

- They do what their gods want them to do.





































































The Actions of the Believer:




















- They worship and serve only the God of the Bible.
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What the Bible says:














“Do not make for yourselves images of anything in heaven or on earth or in the water under the earth. Do not bow down to any idol or worship it." - Exodus 20:4-5a





































The actions of the unbeliever:




















- They make or buy statues.

- They bow down and worship the statues they made.

- They give offerings to their false gods.



















































The actions of the believer:




















- They worship God only.

- They offer God their bodies and their lives as an offering.
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What the Bible Says:














"Jesus answered, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is the greatest and the most important commandment. The second most important commandment is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as you love yourself.'"

- Matthew 22:37-39





































The actions of the unbeliever:


















- They do not think about God.

- They do not love God.

- They live to do only what is good for them without thinking about others.

- They take advantage of others.



































The actions of the believer:


















- They love God.

- They accept people.

- They look at for the interests of others and not just their own interests (Phil 2:4).

- They are friends with people who have nothing to offer in return.
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What the Bible Says:














"Who made you superior to others? Didn't God give you everything you have? Well, then, how can you boast, as if what you have were not a gift?"

- 1 Corinthians 4:7





































The actions of the unbeliever:




















- They think that all that they have comes from them.

- They boast.



















































The actions of the believer:




















- They thank God for all that they have knowing that it all comes from God.

- They are not jealous of what others have.






































120










What the Bible says:














"He loved to curse—may he be cursed!

He hated to give blessings."

- Psalm 109:17





































The actions of the unbeliever:




















- They put curses on others.

- They seek power outside of God (from the sorcerer).

- They try to stop the rain.

- They communicate with the dead.



















































The actions of the believer:




















- They accept that God is Lord over all.

- They submit to God as Lord over all.

- They pray like this: Luke 2:42b
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What the Bible says:














"These are the things the pagans are always concerned about. Your Father in heaven knows that you need all these things." - Matthew 6:32





































The actions of the unbeliever:




















- They complain.

- They steal or they lie in order to get something.

- They refuse to share.

- They worry about money all the time.



















































The actions of the believer:




















- They know that the Lord loves them and knows what they need.

-The seek first God's Kingdom and his righteousness (Matt 6:33).

- They believe that God knows what they need even before they ask him.

- They have peace.
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What the Bible says:














"When I lie down, I go to sleep in peace; you alone, O Lord, keep me perfectly safe."

- Psalm 4:8





































The actions of the unbeliever:




















- They believe that true happiness comes from doing what they want with whom they want.

- They sleep with whomever.

- They get drunk.

- They do not believe that true happiness comes from God.



















































The actions of the believer:




















- They find more joy in obeying God than in getting drunk.

- They do not find their joy in the things that the Lord hates (pornography, debauchery, hatred, violence, etc.).
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What the Bible says














"You do not belong to yourselves but to God; he bought you for a price. So use your bodies for God's glory." - 1 Corinthians 6:12-20





































The life of the unbeliever:




















- They think that their bodies are their own.

- They do whatever they want with their bodies: they do drugs, get drunk.

- They sleep with people they are not married to.



















































The life of the believer:




















- They accept that their bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit.

- They sleep only with their husband or their wife.

- They use their bodies to please God rather than themselves.
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What the Bible says:














We should listen to God rather than people. See Proverbs 29:25 and Galations 1:10





































The life of the unbeliever:




















- They do anything, even sin, to avoid being mocked.

- They live according to the counsel of others and not according to the counsel of God.

- They listen to people and not to the Bible.



















































The life of the believer:




















- They follow God even when others mock them for it.

- Their thoughts are filled with the Word of God rather than the words of people.

- They live according to the counsel of the Bible rather than according to the counsel of people.
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What the Bible says:














"Then God said, 'And now we will make human beings; they will be like us and resemble us.'"

- See Genesis 1:26-27





































The life of the unbeliever:




















- They don't value other people.

- They insult others, mock others, hate others, and cause problems.



















































The life of the believer:




















- They respect all people because they respect God.

- Even if a person is handicapped or sick, they respect them because they believe all people were made in God's image.
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What the Bible says:














"If someone has done you wrong, do not repay him with a wrong. Try to do what everyone considers to be good."

- Romans 12:17-21.





































The life of the unbeliever:




















- If someone wrongs them, they repay him with a wrong.

- They seek revenge, through lying, violence, or sorcery.



















































The life of the believer:




















- They do good to those who hate them.

- If their enemy is hungry, they feed them. If they are thirsty, they give them something to drink.
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What the Bible says














"If someone can be self-controlled with their body, then it is a good thing for them to remain single."

- See 1 Corinthians 7:1-9, 25-40





































The life of the unbeliever:




















- They think that being single is a bad thing.

- They mock single people.

- They marry someone who does not love God simply because they are afraid to be single.





































































The life of the believer:




















- They refuse to marry an unbeliever, even if that means they remain single.

- If they are single, they use their extra time to work for the Lord.
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What the Bible says:














"Do not let evil defeat you; instead, conquer evil with good."  - Romans 12:21

See also Ephesians 5:8-13





































The life of the unbeliever:




















- They accept evil.

- They do not try to overcome evil with good.

- They say, "This is just how it is! What can we do about it?"



















































The life of the believer:




















- They try to overcome evil with good.

- They protect the poor and speak for those who have no voice. Prov 31:8-9
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What the Bible says:














"God blesses the poor, those who are hungry, those who weep, those who are humble, and those who make peace with others." - See Luke 6:21, Matthew 5:5, Psalm 146:9, Proverbs 14:31, Proverbs 17:5





































The life of the unbeliever:




















- They mock the poor and the handicapped.

- The do not comfort the suffering.

- When people suffer, they scold them and treat them as lesser people.



















































The life of the believer:




















- They have compassion on and comfort the suffering.

- They defend the poor.

- They are weep with those who weep.
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Wht the Bible says:














"The little that a good person owns

is worth more than the wealth of all the wicked." - Psalm 37:16





































The life of the unbeliever:


















- They pursue riches at any cost, even if that means disobeying God.

- They take part in corruption or deception in order to get something.

- They want money more than they want to honor God.



































The life of the believer:


















- They refuse to lie in order to have money.

- They hate corruption.

- They are thankful for what they have.

- They love God more than they love money.

- They obey God at any cost, even if that means having less.
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What the Bible says:














"Just as Jesus loves the church so husbands ought to love their wives. And just as the church submits to Jesus so the wives ought to submit to their husbands."

- See Ephesians 5:21-33



































The life of the unbeliever:




















- The husband cares more for his own body than for his wife's.

- Even when the wife is sick, the husband expects her to work.

- The wife does most of the work for the family.

- The husband loves his friends more than his wife.

- The wife disrespects her husband, even in front of others.

- The wife does what she wants rather than what her husband wants.
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The life of the believer:


















- The husband cares for his wife more than he cares for his own body. He sacrifices for his family.

- The husband loves his wife more than he loves himself.

- When the wife is tired from working, the husband finishes her tasks for her so she can rest.

- The work for the family is divided equally between husband and wife.

- Husband and wife discipline and teach their children together.

- The wife obeys her husband. She listens to him with an open heart.

- The wife praises God for any good she sees in her husband.

- The wife respects her husband, especially in front of others.






























133










What the Bible says:














"Whoever makes himself great will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be made great." - Matthew 23:12





































The life of the unbeliever:




















- They demand to be first.

- They take things like the best food and the best seat for themselves without thinking of others.

- They boast.



















































The life of the believer:




















- They humble themselves before God and others.

- They do the work no one else wants to do.

- They boast in God and in others and not in themselves.
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What the Bible says:














"If you plant in the field of your natural desires, from it you will gather the harvest of death; if you plant in the field of the Spirit, from the Spirit you will gather the harvest of eternal life." - Galatians 6:7b-10





































The life of the unbeliever:




















- They make poor choices without thinking of the consequences. They sleep with anyone without thinking about disease. They drive wrecklessly without thinking about accidents. They refuse to work and do not think about the hunger they will feel.



















































The life of the believer:
































- They think about the the consequences of their choices and live accordingly.
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What the Bible says:














"Do not get drunk with wine, which will only ruin you; instead, be filled with the Spirit."   - Ephesians 5:18





































The life of the unbeliever:




















- They are controlled by alcohol.

- They get drunk, do evil, and sometimes do not even remember what they've done.



















































The life of the believer:




















- They are controlled by the Holy Spirit.

- They do not get drunk on alcohol or high on drugs.
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Our actions reveal whether or not we trust in God. After hearing all these examples of a life of faith, do you think that you are living in a way that demonstrates that you believe? If you do not yet believe, it is not too late. You can start a life of faith even today.



Or maybe you do believe that you are a sinner and that Jesus died for you and yet your actions don't always show this belief. Be encouraged - there was a man in the Bible just like you. When he saw his lack of faith, he didn't try to hide it, but instead said to Jesus:


















“I do have faith, but not enough. Help me have more!” - Mark 9:24b















This can be your prayer too. And then, to grow your faith, listen to the Bible every day and join a church that teaches what it says.
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Questions






























- What is "faith"?



- Why did God save Noah?



- God saved the people who were with Noah. In the same way, God will save those who are with whom?



- When God looks at the world, he divides people into two groups. What are these two groups of people?



- Who can be saved from God's anger and judgment?



- How is one's faith in their heart demonstrated?



- What do you think God wants you to do now that you have studied this whole book with us?
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