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The Christmas Story
















This account is from Matthew 1:18-24; 2:1-18; ​​Luke 1:26-56, 2:1-7, and 8:8-20​.
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Living in the town of Nazareth was a young woman called Mary. She was promised in marriage to a man called Joseph.
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God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth with a message for Mary. ‘Don’t be afraid Mary,’ the angel said. ‘You have found favour with God.'
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‘You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call Him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. His Kingdom will never end.’
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‘How will this be,’ Mary asked, ‘Since I am a virgin?’



‘The Holy Spirit will be on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Your relative Elizabeth was promised a baby and she is now six months pregnant. God’s word never fails.'
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'I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May what you say happen.’



Then the angel left her.
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When Joseph found that Mary was having a baby, he secretly planned to break the marriage agreement that had been made.
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An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, don’t be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because her baby is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people

from their sins.’
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When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. He did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son.
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Mary went to visit her relative Elizabeth who lived in the hill country of Judea. She and her husband Zechariah had been promised by God they would have a son who would grow up to prepare people for the coming of the Saviour of the world. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
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   In a loud voice she exclaimed: ‘Blessed are you Mary among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! Why am I so privileged, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as you greeted me, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Happy is the woman who believes the Lord keeps His promises!’

   Mary burst out in praise, ‘My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.’
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Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home to Nazareth.
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Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world.



Everyone was ordered to return to their family home town to register.
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For Mary and Joseph this meant a long trip south to the town of Bethlehem, as they were both descendants of King David.



Mary’s baby was due to be born.
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When they arrived in Bethlehem, there was no room for them in the regular lodging place. So they spent the night where the animals sheltered.
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That night Mary gave

birth to her first born son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger.
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Jesus, the Saviour of the World had arrived just as God had promised.
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There were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping watch over their flocks at night. Suddenly an angel appeared to them.
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The glory of the Lord

shone around them, and they were terrified.
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The angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for everyone. Today in the town of David, a Saviour has been born to you. He is Christ, the

Lord. You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’
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Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favour rests.’
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When this great army of angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, ‘Come on! Let’s go to Bethlehem! Let’s see this wonderful thing the Lord has told us about.’
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They ran to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, lying in the manger.
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The shepherds told

everyone what the angel had said to them about this child. All who heard the shepherds’ story were astonished. Mary quietly treasured these things in her heart and often thought about them.
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Then the shepherds went back again to their fields, praising God for the visit of the angels, and because they had seen the child the angel had told them about.






























26
































Almost two years passed, then in a land to the East, Wise Men saw a new large bright star in the night sky. It was a sign to them that a new King had been born. They packed gifts for the new King and set off to find Him.
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They followed the new bright star for many weeks and it led them towards the land of the Jews and the city of Jerusalem where King Herod lived.
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When the Wise Men got to Jerusalem they asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born King of the Jews? We saw His star when it rose and have come to worship Him.’
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When King Herod heard this he was disturbed to find out about a new King being born. He called together the chief priests and teachers of the law to ask them where the promised Messiah was to be born.
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‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied. ‘Many years ago the prophet wrote, “You, Bethlehem, are not the least of the leaders of Judah. Out of you will come a King who will lead my people, the Jews.’”
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Herod had a secret meeting with the Wise Men to find out what time the star had been seen. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go and find the young child. When you find him, let me know, so I can go and worship him also.’ But secretly Herod was planning to kill the new king.
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The Wise Men set off and were overjoyed when they saw the star. It led them to Bethlehem, and to the place where Mary, Joseph and the young child, Jesus, were staying.
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The Wise Men bowed before Jesus and worshiped Him. They opened their bags of riches and gave Him gifts of gold and perfume and spices.
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Then God spoke to the Wise Men in a dream telling them not to go back to Herod. So they went to their own country by another road.






























35
































When the Wise Men had gone, an angel of the Lord gave Joseph a message in a dream: ‘Get up. Take the young child and His mother to the country of Egypt. Go as fast as you can! Stay there until you hear from Me. Herod is going to look for the young child to kill Him.’
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During the night Joseph got up and left Bethlehem with Mary and the young child, Jesus. They headed south on the long trip to Egypt.
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When Herod found out the Wise Men had returned without reporting to him, he was furious. He sent men to kill all the young boys two years old and under who lived in Bethlehem and the surrounding area. 'A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.'
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After Herod died, an angel of the Lord came to Joseph in a dream while he was in Egypt. He said, ‘Get up. Take the young child and His mother and go into the land of the Jews. Those who tried to kill the young child are dead.’
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When they returned to their land, God told Joseph in a dream to go to the area of Galilee and live in the town of Nazareth. It had been prophesied many years before, that the Saviour would be called a Nazarene.
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