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The Thirsty Crow
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 A black crow with it’s wings outstretched is flying in the sky. Below is a village with houses and fields.
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It was a hot summer day. A thirsty crow flew to a village, in search of water.

The crow flew over the houses, fields, and trees. He did not see water anywhere.
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 A black crow with it’s wings outstretched is flying in the sky. Below is a village with houses and fields.
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After a long time, he stopped to rest at a farm. Under one of the trees nearby, he saw a pot. Would it have water inside?

He swooped down to the ground. Then he perched on the pot and looked inside.
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On the left of the page is a tree with a pot beneath it on the ground. The pot has water in it. The crow is flying towards the pot from the right of the page.
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There was water in the pot! The crow put his beak inside the pitcher but could not reach the water. The water was so low in the pot!

The narrow opening made it hard to reach all the way down to the water.
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The crow is seated on the rim of the pot. The pot is beneath the tree. There is water in the pot.
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The crow was disappointed. He was really thirsty! 

He didn’t give up and instead looked around thinking, “What else can I do?”

He saw that there were a lot of little stones under the trees. He had an idea!
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The crow seated on the rim of the pot looks down at the ground. Little stones are on the ground near the pot. The pot is beneath the tree.
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He picked up a stone with his strong beak and dropped it into the pitcher. “plop!”

He got a bigger stone and dropped it in. “PLOP!”

As he added more and more stones, the water level rose all the way up to the brim.
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The crow, seated on the rim of the pot, drops pebbles into the pot. The water level rises.
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 The crow, seated on the rim of the pot, drops a few more pebbles into the pot. The water level rises near the neck of the pot.
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The crow drank the water and flew back happily!
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The crow is seated on the rim of the pot with his head tilted back, beak open, drinking water.  Water has rised all the way to the top of the pot. The pot is beneath the tree.
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Experiencing the story



Explore an empty mud pot together. Ask children to place their hands on the side of the pot as you fill it with water. In a few moments the part holding the water turns cool and feels a little damp. Can they estimate the actual water level like this? 

Explore the shape of the pot, with it's fat body and narrow neck. Imagine a crow trying to dip its beak in the water. The water level has to be all the way to the top of the pot for the bird to be able to drink easily.

Find out how many stones it will take for the water level to rise. Are some kinds of stones better than others? 



Build language and concepts



This story gives us many topics to extend our children's knowledge and thinking skills. For example, what have they learnt about the nature and ability of crows? What is their own response when they have a problem to solve?

You could discuss other ways in which the crow could have solved the problem - knocking over the pot perhaps, or pecking a hole in its side, for example. Learn what different animals do when thirsty. What are some good places to search for water? What are some signs that water could be nearby?

What about us? Can we drink water that animals drink? What happens when we drink unclean water or from dirty vessals?







The End
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