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Have you ever met a worry bird? You haven’t?!










Well, this is the story of the cutest little bird ever named JJ, the Worry Bird.
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Here’s a few things to know about JJ, the Worry Bird:










JJ is a young jalak Bali songbird who hasn’t found his song yet. Every night, his family sings their songs to the Bird Maker:










“From the moon to the star, near or far, there You are with me.”










JJ loves his little sister. Even if she follows him around all the time.










JJ hates going to bed at night because his grandma’s best stories last until the moon is high and the stars are bright.










JJ is full of worry.
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Once, when JJ was a little bird, he was searching for worms with his family.



The ground began to shake, and he looked up but it was too late.
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SMACK!










As JJ’s dad helped him to his feet, he softly sang his song to the Bird Maker: 










“From the Moon to the Star, Near or Far, There You Are With Me










But when JJ looked for food, he still worried about getting rolled over by a soccer ball.
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Also, JJ was nervous when his friends wanted to play hide-and-seek near the cages of fighting roosters.



He always worried about getting stuck in the cage with them.



What if there was no way out?
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One day, as JJ left the nest in a hurry, he felt a pull on his tail. He looked back and saw a small white feather left in the nest. JJ gasped! 










 WERE ALL HIS FEATHERS FALLING OFF?!!!










What if he was a bird with no feathers, would anyone want to be his friend? Would everybody laugh at him?










JJ felt so worried he put glue all over his feathers. But, as

he flew around leaves

and flowers stuck to him.

He felt so silly.
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JJ’s worries filled his thoughts and dreams. What if he got lost in a rice field? What if his family’s tree fell down?












What if he got stuck inside a large monster statue? What if he got tangled up in kite strings?
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One day, JJ’s mom came home with panic in her voice, “JJ, I need your help! Your sister is missing! Can you fly around and help us look for her? You know where she likes to play!”



And JJ’s mom flew off again. He sat in his nest frozen with worry.

Was his sister hurt? What if he went to find her and he got hurt?
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His grandma flew past, and JJ could hear her song to the Bird Maker as she went by.












“From the Moon to the Star, Near or Far, There You Are With Me”










JJ remembered the Bird Maker and the song his family would teach him.

He took a breath and was about to sing to the Bird Maker, but before he began…
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…the Bird Maker appeared  right above him!










JJ jumped in surprise!

“Where did you come from?” he asked the Bird Maker.
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The Bird Maker smiled, “I am always nearby. I watch over you and all the creatures of the earth. Even if you had lost all your feathers, or been tangled up in kite strings or been captured by the fighting roosters, you don’t need to worry because I care for you and love you.”










“But, why?” JJ asked.












“Because I made you and you are special to me,” the Bird Maker answered.  “I am always with you.”
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JJ thought back over his life. He knew what the Bird Maker said was true.










Then the Bird Maker smiled and disappeared back into the clouds.










JJ began the song again and flew out of the nest.
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He soared around the kites high in the sky...










…and over the rice fields.










JJ flew near the boys playing soccer.










At the edge of the field, he saw a thick bush with a bit of white.










It was his sister! He hesitated in worry. JJ knew that to help his sister, he would have to get close to the boys playing soccer and their ball that had hit him.










JJ breathed deep and sang the calming song his dad sang to the Bird Maker when JJ had been hurt.










 “From the Moon to the Star, Near or Far, There You Are With Me”
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JJ swooped down into the thorn bush where his sister’s legs were all tangled.










Instead of starting to worry, he sang even louder. He began pecking at the branch that held his sister in place.
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Without warning, the soccer ball slammed into the bush and knocked them out of the bush. They were FREE! 



Amazed they could both fly again, they rushed home together.
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When they got back to the nest, their mom, dad, and grandma inspected them closely, but found no injuries. Looking up to the Bird Maker, JJ said, “Thank you.”










Now, JJ found his own song and sang like he had never sung before:










“Rain or shine, all the time, You are near to me, now I am free.”
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JJ is no longer a worry bird but a bird full of joy and song.










THE END.












Remember: 

Don’t worry, because the One who made you always cares for you.










Discussion Questions for Adults & Children










• What were some things JJ was worried about

   in this story?

• What are some things you are worried about?

• How did JJ change at the end of the story?

• What did JJ’s family do to connect to their

   Creator, the Bird Maker?

•  What can you do when you feel worried?
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This story was inspired by an amazing Storyteller named Jesus, who was sent from God. While Jesus lived on earth, He often taught using stories. During one of these stories, Jesus said, “Look at the birds. They don’t plant or harvest or store food in barns, for God feeds them. And you are far more valuable to him than any birds! Can all your worries add a single moment to your life? And if worry can’t accomplish a little thing like that, what’s the use of worrying over bigger things?” (Luke 12:24-26). Jesus taught us that we don't need to worry because He cares for us, just as He cares for the birds of the air.










GOING

    DEEPER









Learn more about the Jalak Bali









• The jalak Bali, or Bali myna bird, is the only bird species found natively on the island of Bali.

• Jalak Bali are considered a critically endangered species and have been near extinction since 1994.

• Jalak Bali lay turquoise eggs.

• The jalak Bali is featured on the Indonesian 200 rupiah coin.

•Jalak Bali are monogamous and form long-term partner bonds.



Learn more about the jalak Bali birds at https://www.fnpf.org
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