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After the flood, God told Noah and his sons to have many children and scatter all over the earth and fill the earth with people. Many years passed and the number of people on earth increased again.
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As the people moved eastward, they settled in the plain of Shinar, which was later called Babylonia. And the whole earth had one common language.
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They spoke to one another and said, “Let us make bricks and harden them with fire so that we can build a city and a tower.”
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So they used bricks instead of stones, and they used tar for mortar to hold the bricks firmly together when building.
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Then they said, “Let us build a city for ourselves with a tower so tall that it will reach very high up into the heavens. In that way we will make a name for ourselves. If we do this, we will not be scattered across the whole earth.”
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So they began to build the city and the tower. Then the Lord looked down and saw the city and the tower which they had built, and said,
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“These people are united and they all have the same language. Now nothing that they plan to do will be impossible for them.”
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“Let us go down and confuse their language, so they will not understand one another’s talk.” And that is what God did.
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So the Lord scattered the people across the whole earth, and they stopped building that city.
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That is why that city was called Babel, which means ‘confusion’, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth. Then the Lord scattered the people across the whole earth.
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