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The Israelites did what God commanded through Moses and Aaron. They smeared lambs’ blood on the doorposts of their homes.
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That evening they quickly ate the Passover meal in their homes. They were ready to leave Egypt.

















3





















At midnight, the Lord killed the firstborn son in every Egyptian family, including Pharaoh’s son. Even the firstborn of prisoners died. Also, the firstborn of the Egyptians’ animals died.
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That night all of the Egyptian people awoke and wailed loudly because someone had died in every Egyptian house.
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But, because the Israelites obeyed the Lord by marking their doorposts with lamb’s blood, the Lord did not harm any of their firstborn sons.

















6





















That night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron.
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Pharaoh told them, “Get out, you and all your people! Leave my country immediately, and go worship the Lord as you requested. Take your animals and leave!”
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The Egyptians urged the Israelites to leave their country quickly. They said, “If you do not leave quickly, we Egyptians will all die!”
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God had told Moses, “Tell all the Israelites to ask their Egyptian neighbors for silver and gold jewelry.”
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So the Israelites asked the Egyptians to give them silver and gold jewelry and fine clothing. And God caused the Egyptians to give those things to the Israelites when they asked for them.
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The Israelites traveled on foot out of Egypt. There were about 600,000 men, plus the women and children. Many other people also went with them. They also took all their animals with them.
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The Israelites had lived in Egypt 430 years. On the last day of the 430th year all the tribes of the Lord’s people left Egypt.
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Every year, since that time, the Israelites celebrate this special day with the Passover feast to remember what the Lord did for them when they left Egypt.
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Many years before, the Israelites promised to take Joseph’s bones with them when they left Egypt. So now, Moses took Joseph’s bones with them.
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God did not lead the Israelites through the Philistines’ country because they might change their minds and return to Egypt. So God led them a longer way through the desert toward the Red Sea.
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The Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud during the day to guide them on their way.

















17





















During the night, the Lord guided them with a pillar of fire to give them light. This enabled them to travel either during the day or during the night.
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The Lord said to Moses, “I will make Pharaoh stubborn. Then when Pharaoh pursues the Israelites, I will display my glory and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord.”
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Then God made Pharaoh stubborn. So when Pharaoh was told that the Israelites were gone, he changed his decision about letting them leave.
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He and his officials said, “We have done a foolish thing! The Israelites have all escaped! Now they will not be our slaves.”

















21





















So Pharaoh prepared his army to pursue the Israelites. He sent more than 600 chariots and also many soldiers on horses. He also had many armed soldiers marching to overtake the Israelites.

















22





















The Israelites had walked boldly to the Red Sea and were camped there when Pharaoh’s army approached.
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When the Israelites looked up, they saw all of Pharaoh’s soldiers and war chariots, horses, and horsemen approaching them.

















24





















The Israelites were terrified and cried out to the Lord for help.
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They said to Moses, “Why did you bring us out here to die? It was better to be slaves in Egypt than to die in the desert.”
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But Moses said, “Don’t be afraid! You will see the Lord rescue you today. The Lord himself will fight for you. Just remain calm.”
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Then the pillar of cloud that had been in front of them moved behind them so that it came between the Israelites and the Egyptian army.
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The cloud made it so dark that the Egyptian army could not come closer to the Israelites during that night.
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Then Moses held his arm out over the Red Sea, just as the Lord had told him to do.
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The Lord sent a strong wind from the east. The wind blew all night and opened a dry path through the sea.
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Then the Israelites walked through the sea on dry land. The water was like a wall on each side of them.
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The Egyptians pursued them with all Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and horsemen. But the Lord caused the chariots’ wheels to stick so the chariots could barely move.
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The Lord caused the Egyptian army to panic. They said to one another, “The Lord is fighting for the Israelites and against us. Let us get away from them!”
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Then the Lord told Moses, “Again hold your arm toward the sea. Then the water will return quickly and cover the Egyptians.” So Moses obeyed.

















35





















The sea water quickly returned to its usual place. The Egyptians tried to escape, but the Lord covered them with the sea so that everyone in Pharaoh’s army drowned. Not one of them survived.
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So that day the Lord rescued the Israelites from the Egyptians. When the people saw the Lord’s great power against the Egyptians, they feared the Lord and trusted in him and in his servant Moses.
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Moses and the people sang to the Lord their God. They sang, “There is no other god like you! No one else can do mighty things and work miracles like you.”
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Miriam, Aaron’s sister, led the women with tambourines and dancing. She sang, “Sing to the Lord. He has triumphed gloriously! He has thrown the horses and riders into the sea.”
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Then Moses led the Israelites away from the Red Sea into the desert of Shur. They traveled for three days, but they could not find any water.
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Finally, they found water at a place called Marah. But the water was too bitter to drink.
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The people grumbled and complained to Moses, demanding, “What are we going to drink?”
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So Moses prayed earnestly to the Lord.
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Then the Lord showed Moses a branch of a tree, and Moses threw it into the water and the water became drinkable.
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The people left that place. In the second month after they left Egypt, they arrived in the desert named Sin.
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There the whole community complained to Moses and Aaron. They said, “We wish the Lord had killed us in Egypt. We had meat and bread to eat there. But you brought us into this desert to starve us to death.”
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Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “I will send bread from heaven that will be food for all of you.”
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“Every day the people must gather only enough to eat for that day. In this way I will test them to see if they will obey me. On the sixth day, they must gather twice as much of it.”
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Moses told the people, “You will know the Lord brought you out of Egypt when he gives you meat in the evening and bread in the morning, because he heard you complaining against him.”
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That evening a very large flock of quail flew into the camp. There were so many quail that they covered the camp.
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The next morning the camp was wet with dew. When the dew evaporated, there was something on the ground. It was thin and flaky like wafers made with honey.
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The Israelites had never seen anything like it before. They named this food “manna,” which means “What is it?”
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Moses told the Israelites, “This is the bread the Lord has given you to eat. Gather one omer which is about two liters for each person in your family. But don’t keep any of it overnight!”
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But some of the people did not obey Moses. They kept some of the manna until the next morning. But in the morning, it was full of maggots and smelled rotten.
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After that, each morning everyone gathered only what they needed. Then when the sun became hot, the manna that remained melted.
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Every evening the Israelites had meat to eat from the quail that flew into the camp.
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Every morning they ate manna which was the bread the Lord gave them. Every week they gathered manna for six days. On the sixth day they gathered twice as much.
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The seventh day was a day of rest, dedicated to the Lord, as God had commanded. The extra manna they gathered on the sixth day did not smell rotten or get maggots on the seventh day.
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Then Moses said, “Eat the manna you gathered yesterday. Today is a day of rest, dedicated to the Lord. Today you will not find manna on the ground.”
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Some of the people ignored Moses’ command. They looked for manna on the seventh day but found none.
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Then the Lord said to Moses, “How long will you people refuse to obey me? Tell the people, ‘The Lord has given you a day of rest. So on the sixth day, he will give you enough food for two days.’”
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Later the Lord commanded Moses to save one portion of manna in a clay jar to show their descendants the bread he gave them to eat in the desert.
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So the people ate manna for forty years. Then when they came to the land of Canaan, the manna was no longer needed and it stopped coming each day.
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