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A long, long time ago,

there was a sad king.

“Please bring me a man to sing me a song,” he said.
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A man came running and sang a song but the King was still sad.
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A long, long time ago,

there was a sad king.

“Please bring me a gold ring

to look at,” he said.

A girl came running with a ring of gold but the King was still sad.
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A long, long time ago there

was a sad king.

“Please bring me a long book

to look at,” he said.

A boy came running with a long book but the King was still sad.
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A long, long time ago

there was a sad king.

“Please bring me a thing

that can sting,” he said.

So, a woman came running

with a bee that could sting.

But the King was still sad.
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“We need something for the King!”

they said.
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Then a Sepik bird-of-paradise

flew among the trees.

“What gold wings!” said the King.

And he was happy.
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  Questions about the story

   1. Who tries to help the sad king?

   2. What do they bring the king to make him happy?

   3. What finally makes the sad king happy?

   4. Why do you think the king was sad?

   5. What would you have brought the sad king to make him happy?

   6. The story has lots of /ng/ words. Which ones are your favourites? Can you use

       them in new sentences?

   7. The story uses speech marks (“Please bring me a man to sing me a song”).

       Can you write sentences which use speech marks?

   8. The story starts with the words, “A long, long time ago.” What kind of stories start

       with these words? Do you have stories from your place which begin the same way?

       Retell these stories in your own words.
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