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Several months passed after the angel spoke with Mary.
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Around that time, the Emperor of Rome, Caesar Augustus, made an official order that everyone had to go to his ancestors’ hometown to be registered.
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Since Joseph was a descendant of King David, he had to go to Bethlehem to be registered. So Joseph and Mary traveled from Nazareth to Bethlehem.
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There was no guest room available for them in Bethlehem, so they had to stay where the animals slept. Then it was time for Mary’s baby to be born. Mary wrapped her baby with cloths and laid him down in a box where they fed cattle.
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That night, while shepherds were guarding their sheep in fields nearby, an angel of the Lord appeared to them. A bright light of the Lord’s glory shone all around them. The shepherds were very afraid!
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The angel said, “Do not be afraid! I have good news, which will benefit all people. Today, in the city of David, a baby has been born who will save you from your sins! He is the Messiah, the Lord! You will find this baby wrapped with cloths and placed in a feeding place for animals.”
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The shepherds went quickly to Bethlehem. When they found the place where Mary and Joseph were staying, they saw the baby lying in a feeding place for animals.
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The shepherds told everyone what the angels had told them about this child, and the people were amazed. Mary kept thinking about all these things and carefully remembered them.
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Eight days later, it was the day when the baby was circumcised, and they gave him the name Jesus. This was the name the angel had told them.
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Forty days after Jesus was born, Joseph and Mary traveled up to Jerusalem to dedicate their son to the Lord. The law of the Lord required a sacrifice of two turtledoves or two young pigeons.
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When Joseph and Mary brought their baby, Jesus, to the temple, an old man named Simeon met them.
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Simeon did what was pleasing to God and obeyed God’s laws, and he was eagerly waiting for the Messiah. The Holy Spirit had revealed to Simeon that he would see the Lord’s promised Messiah before he died.
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Simeon took Jesus up in his arms and praised God, saying, “Lord, you have made me content and now I can die in peace according to your promise. I have seen the one whom you sent to save all people.”
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Simeon said to Mary, “God has determined that because of this child, many people will turn away from God. Many others will turn to God.
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Many people will be against him, and your own heart will be filled with sorrow.” Joseph and Mary were very amazed at Simeon’s words.
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