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Large crowds came from Jerusalem and all of Judea to see and hear John preach. Those who believed what John was preaching confessed their sins. And then John baptized them in the Jordan River.
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Jesus also came from Galilee to the Jordan River for John to baptize him. But John objected and said, “I need to be baptized by you! So why are you coming to me?”
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Jesus answered John, “This is how it should be, because this is what God wants us to do.” So John baptized Jesus.















4























As Jesus came up out of the water, the sky opened. Then he saw the Spirit of God in the form of a dove coming down upon him. A voice from heaven said, “This is my own dearly loved Son. I am very pleased with him.”
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Then the Spirit of God led Jesus into the desert, where the devil tempted him for forty days. During that time, Jesus ate nothing at all and became very hungry.
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Then the devil said to him, “If you really are the Son of God, turn these stones into bread.”
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Jesus replied, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that God speaks.’”
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Then the devil brought Jesus to the top of the Temple in Jerusalem. “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. The Scriptures say, ‘His angels will not let you strike your foot against a stone.’”
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Jesus answered, “The Scriptures also say, ‘Do not try to test the LORD your God.’”
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Then the devil took him to a very high mountain. He showed Jesus in a moment of time all the kingdoms of the world. The devil said, “If you will just bow down and worship me, all this will be yours.”
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But Jesus replied, “No! Get away from me, Satan! The Scriptures say, ‘Worship the LORD your God and serve only him.’”
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When the devil had finished tempting Jesus, he left him until the next opportunity came. And immediately, angels came and cared for Jesus.
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