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Herod, called Antipas, was ruler over the region of Galilee. King Herod did many evil things, including marrying his brother’s wife, Herodias.
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“It is not lawful for you to marry your brother’s wife,” John the Baptist scolded Herod. In anger, King Herod sent soldiers to arrest and imprison John.
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In prison, John heard about all the things Jesus was doing. So, John sent two of his disciples to ask Jesus a question.
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John’s disciples found Jesus and asked, “Are you the Messiah we are expecting, or should we expect someone else?”
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Jesus told them, “Tell John what you have seen and heard—the blind see, the lame walk, the deaf hear, lepers are healed, and the dead are raised to life.”
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“And the Good News is preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not stumble in his faith because of me.”
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After John’s disciples left, Jesus talked about John to the crowd. “What did you go into the desert to see? Did you expect a man dressed in fine clothes? No. A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.”
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Jesus continued, “I tell you the truth, of all who have ever lived, there is no one greater than John. Yet the least person in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”
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Meanwhile, Herod wanted to kill John, but he respected John because John was a righteous man. Herod was also afraid people would riot because many people believed John was a prophet.
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Herod’s wife, Herodias, also wanted to kill John, but she knew that Herod protected John.
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Then, Herod hosted a banquet on his birthday and invited his military commanders and many important leaders from Galilee.
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The daughter of Herodias came in and danced for the men. Herod and his guests were very pleased.
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King Herod told her, “Ask me for anything you want, and I will give it to you.” He vowed, “I will even give you half of my kingdom, if you ask for it.”
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The daughter went out and asked her mother, Herodias. “What do I ask for?” Herodias answered, “Ask for the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”
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The girl returned quickly to Herod and replied, “I want the head of John the Baptist on a platter.”
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Herod regretted what he had said; but because he had vowed in front of his guests, Herod ordered what the girl requested.














17




















Immediately an executioner went to the prison to behead John. Then, the executioner brought John’s head back on a platter to the girl.
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Herodias’s daughter carried John the Baptist’s head on the platter to her mother.
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When the disciples of John the Baptist heard that he had been beheaded, they came, took his body, and laid it in a tomb.
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