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In the village of Bethany, about two miles from Jerusalem, lived a man named Lazarus with his sisters Mary and Martha. They were good friends of Jesus.
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One day the two sisters sent someone with an important message for Jesus, saying, “Lord, the one you love is sick.”
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But Jesus said, “Lazarus’s sickness will not end in death. No, it happened for God’s glory so that the Son of God will receive glory from this.”
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So Jesus waited two more days. Then he said to the disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”
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The disciples said, “Not long ago the Jews there tried to stone you. Why do you want to go back there now?”
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So Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. And for your sake I am glad I was not there, because now you will really believe. Let us go see him.”
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Thomas said to the other disciples, “Well, let us go, too, and die with Jesus.”
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When Martha heard someone say Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him. "Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. Yet, even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you."
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Jesus said to her, "I am the one who raises people from the dead; I am the one who gives them life. Whoever trusts in me, even if he dies, he will live again. Do you believe me?”
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"Yes, Lord!” Martha said to Jesus, “I trust what you say and I trust who you are, that you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”
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Martha went and got her sister Mary. Mary fell down at Jesus’ feet and cried, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
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Jesus was very troubled by their grief. He wept.
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Then he went with them to the cave where they had put Lazarus’s body. There was a large stone rolled across the entrance. Jesus commanded, “Take away the stone.”
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Martha said, “But Lord, Lazarus has been dead four days. By now there will be a terrible smell.”
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Jesus said to her, “I told you that if you believed in me, you would see the glory of God.” So they took away the stone.
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Jesus looked up toward heaven and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I know that you always hear me. I said this for the sake of the people who are standing here so that they might put their trust in you and have confidence in the fact that you sent me.”
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Then Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out!”
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And Lazarus, the man who had died, came out of the tomb. The strips of cloth were still wrapped around his hands and feet. And a cloth was still wrapped around his face.
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Jesus ordered, “Unwrap the grave cloths, and let him go!” Then many of the people who saw what Jesus had done believed in him.
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But some of the others went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. So the chief priests and the Pharisees began to look for any way to arrest Jesus and put him to death.
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