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After Stephen died, a young man named Saul began to attack the believers in Jesus. He went from house to house in Jerusalem, dragging out men and women to put them in prison.
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These believers fled to other regions throughout Judea and Samaria. Wherever they went, they told people about Jesus Christ.
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Philip was a leader among the believers living in Jerusalem. He was a wise man and controlled by the Holy Spirit. Philip left Jerusalem and went to a city in Samaria.
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In Samaria, Philip told the people about Jesus Christ. He also performed many miraculous signs. Demons came out from many people, and through Philip, God healed many paralyzed and lame people.
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Many people rejoiced in that city. Many men and women who heard Philip speak about Jesus Christ and saw the miraculous signs believed Philip’s message and he baptized them.
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A local man named Simon had been a sorcerer for many years. He amazed the people from Samaria with his sorcery. Simon claimed that he was a great person, and the people called him “the Great One—the Power of God.”
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Even Simon believed Philip’s message and was baptized. Simon began to follow Philip everywhere. The miraculous signs Philip performed amazed Simon.
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When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that many people from Samaria had believed the message about Jesus, they sent Peter and John there.
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When Peter and John arrived, they prayed that the Holy Spirit’s power would come to the new believers. Then Peter and John placed their hands on each person, and they received the Holy Spirit.
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When Simon saw that people received the Spirit when the apostles placed their hands on them, he offered the apostles money, saying, “Give me this ability so that everyone I lay my hands on will receive the Holy Spirit.”
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Peter replied, “May you and your money be destroyed because you thought you could buy from us what God alone gives. You are very wrong! Your heart is not right before God. Turn from this wickedness.”
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Then Simon said, “Pray to the Lord God for me that what you said will not happen to me.”
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Peter and John told the people about Jesus and God’s message about salvation. Then they returned to Jerusalem. On their way, they preached the good news in many Samaritan villages.
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The Lord sent an angel who told Philip, “Go to the road to Gaza.” On the road, Philip met an important Ethiopian official who was in charge over all the treasure belonging to Candace, queen over Ethiopia.
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The official from Ethiopia had gone to Jerusalem to worship God. As he went home, he sat in his chariot reading from the book written by the prophet Isaiah.
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The Holy Spirit told Philip, “Go walk along near that chariot.” Philip ran to the chariot and heard the official reading from the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked him, “Do you understand what you are reading?”
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The official replied, “How can I understand? I need someone to explain it to me.” Then he invited Philip to sit beside him in the chariot.
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The man was reading this from the prophet Isaiah: “He did not say anything when people led him away to kill him. He was silent.”
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“People humiliated him, and did not give him a fair trial. He died without children to continue his family. His life on earth ended.”
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The official asked Philip, “Is the prophet talking about himself, or about someone else?”
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Philip explained that Isaiah was talking about Jesus. Then Philip explained other Scripture to tell him the Good News. So the official understood it and believed in Jesus.
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As they rode along, they came to some water near the road. The official said to Philip, “Look, here is water. Please baptize me.”
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Then the official ordered the driver to stop the chariot. Both men went down into the water, and Philip baptized him there.
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When they came out from the water, suddenly God’s Spirit took Philip away to another town. The official never saw Philip again but continued going along the road rejoicing.
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