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The Fastest Girl in the Village


























2













3

















Lilia was walking home from school with her mother.



Lilia was deaf, so she went to a special school in Goroka, called Mt. Sion.
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Lilia was a happy girl. She loved to play sports, and she could run faster than any of the other children in her village.
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While Lilia and her mother were walking, they came to a big river.  Lilia looked down and saw that the river was very high. During the rainy season, the river could be very dangerous.
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In the distance Lilia saw children playing close to the river's edge. One of the little boys was standing on a slippery log beside the roaring water.
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Suddenly, Lilia saw him slip and fall into the muddy water.



“Oh no!” cried her mother.



Lilia saw that the river was taking the boy downstream  towards them.
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Without thinking, Lilia ran as fast as she could towards the river's edge. Lilia quickly jumped into a shallow part of the water. Just in time, she was able to grab the little boy's arm as the water carried him by.
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The next day, the village prepared a big celebration. The village mothers painted a big piece of cloth that said, "Lilia is our hero!"
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Many people came to see Lilia.  They were very proud of her, and gave her gifts. The pastor also came. He could speak sign language.
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The pastor said to Lilia, "We all know about your disability. But today we are celebrating your ability. You are the fastest child in the village, and your ability has saved a life!"


























20




























Comprehension Questions













































1. What is different about Lilia’s

    school, compared to many

    other schools?



2. Why was the river dangerous?



3. Where was the young boy

    playing when he fell in the

    river?
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Comprehension Questions













































4. How did Lilia get the young boy

    out of the water?



5. Which of Lilia’s abilities saved

    the young boy?



6. How do we know that the

    community was happy with

    Lilia?
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Comprehension Questions















































7. Do you have an ability you are

    happy with? What is it?



8. Look at the words in bold. Talk

    to an adult about what they

    mean.
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