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To know more about the creatures marked out in bold lettering, turn to the back section of this book.






























Blue skies and calm waters — a perfect day for diving!
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When we reached the dive site, we carefully checked all our equipment and put on our fins and masks.
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As soon as we were underwater, we were greeted by a school of yellowback fusiliers.
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There were so many different creatures to see around this large table coral: oriental sweetlips, parrotfish, batfish and even a beautifully-patterned nudibranch.
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This trumpetfish changed colour to try and blend in with a school of yellow tang, but you can pick him out easily enough, can’t you? The feather star moves gently with the current.
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It’s a good thing we kept a safe distance from this lionfish. The spines on his back can be quite poisonous!





























7































These clownfish carefully guarded their sea anemone home, but finally agreed to let me take a few pictures.
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We saw a honeycomb moray eel having its teeth cleaned by cleaner wrasses, and another pair even offered to give us a scrub!
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There were triggerfish and sea urchins. We even saw a coral grouper and a reef octopus playing hide-and-seek.
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The octopus won the game. They’re masters of disguise. Pipefish are great at disguise too. Can you spot the two ghost pipefish in this picture?
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We came across a couple of whitetip reef sharks resting near the bottom. They’re pretty harmless, so we swam in for a closer look.
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We followed this hawksbill turtle for a while as he looked around the reef for a nice sea sponge to lunch on.
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As we made our way back to the boat, we were thrilled to see a manta ray ‘flying’ through the water with two remora fish in tow. Plankton floated in the water as a food source for many of these sea creatures.





























14































And just when we thought this dive couldn’t possibly get any better, we sighted a dugong grazing on some sea grass.
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What an incredible experience! I can’t wait to go diving again!
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