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Our toilet roof is leaking. When it rains, we get wet! We will make a new roof for our toilet. We will make the new roof by sewing sago leaves. We call these “sisoro”
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First we get:

• sago fronds

• a piece of betelnut palm trunk

• a black palm needle

• bush rope



1. We cut fronds from sago palm.
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2. We carry them to school.
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3. We remove the spines from the leaves.
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4. We split the betelnut palm trunk into long sticks.
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5. We fold the leaves over the sticks.
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6. We sew the leaves with the needle…



7. …and the sago leaf spines.
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8. We carry our sisoro to our school toilet.



9. We put them on the roof.
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Now we don’t care if it rains. We will be dry when we use our toilet!
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"The Bridge" level of the Papua New Guinea School Journal is a collection of writing suitable for children in Grade 3 who are bridging from vernacular to

English. The Journal is intended as a teaching and reading resource and as supplementary reading and should be available for children to read in the

classroom Teachers are encouraged to read a story from the Journal to their class every day. ln this way their children will become familiar with the stories and Wlll

want to read them for themselves The Journal was written and illustrated by Papua New Guinean writers and illustrators. The Department of Education Wishes to acknowledge the

support of the New Zealand Government in making these Journals available for the children of this country.
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On Monday, ask children to talk about their own fishing experiences. Has anything gone wrong? Have they fallen in? Have they caught a ﬁsh that other children have laughed at? Who in the class can remember the first fish they caught? Who did they go with? What are the steps when fishing with a fishing line? lE.g., Finding a good place, tying on the hook, putting on the bait, etc.) "String? Where do we get our string from?” The teacher can write key vocabulary on the board or a chart as the children mention them. “ ‘Baitl' That's a good word. We will put that on our chart." This will lay a good foundation for when you read the story.



On Tuesday, the teacher needs to be ven/ familiar with the story. She will show the children the pictures one by one, and ask the children to say what they think is happening. Then she will read them the story. She can write the five names on the board, and read the story several more times, with the childrenioining in the chorus of names.



On Wednesday, the teacher can have the story written out on the board, with key words missing (friends, fishing, string, hooks, etc]. When she reads the story from the board, the children have to shout out the words to fill the spaces. She can then write the missing words on cards and give them to the children. When she gets to a gap, the child with that word has to come up the front and show it.



On Thursday, the children read the story together and in groups or

individually to the teacher while other groups are illustrating a part of

the story.



On Friday, the children copy the relevant sentence from the Journal to caption their pictures. These are put on the wall to make a complete picture story that the class can read.



School Journal Coordinator

Curriculum Development & Assessment Division
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