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On the banks of the Nile River, Parry the Plover had been told about a very special feast.  The feast was in a scary place full of sharp teeth.
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Parry flew to the river’s edge and all was quiet.  A small bird sat on a floating log nearby.  Suddenly the log moved, and the bird disappeared!  The log had swallowed the bird!
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Parry looked again.  It wasn’t a log at all!  It was Caleb the Crocodile lying very still in the water, waiting for his prey.  Parry gulped in fear, and flapped quickly away, hoping Caleb hadn’t seen him.















4




















Parry flew into the forest, shaking with fear.  He looked around for his special tree.  “Where is my house?  It’s in the fourth tree.  Dear me, let me count the trees.  One, two, three, ten.  Oh no!  Two, seven, five.”  He was trembling so hard that he had forgotten how to count!
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Parry’s friend, Plum, found him sitting on the ground and shaking with fear.  “What has frightened you?” Plum asked. 

Parry squeaked, “I’m not frightened! I am never scared! I’m just a little tired,” but his voice shook and his beak trembled.
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Plum shrugged her shoulders.  She said goodbye, and flew back to her feast among the sharp teeth.  But Parry stayed where he was, alone and afraid, and very, very hungry.
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That night Parry flew to a tree branch.  He looked out over the forest.

“I am so hungry.  I must find something to eat.”
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He saw a plant with tender green leaves.

“I’ll gobble these up,” he said, and he swallowed leaf after leaf until he was full.  Satisfied, he patted his tummy.
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After a few days of eating leaves, Parry saw himself in a mirror.  He was surprised.  His skin drooped and his feathers were dull. 

“I need more than leaves to be strong,” he said.
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Plum came to visit.  She joyfully flew around Parry, singing, “What a lovely meal I have had!  Such sweet delicious food!”

Parry’s tummy was making strange rumbling sounds.  “Where did you find your food?” he asked his friend.
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“There is a feast in Caleb the Crocodile’s jaws!  I have found more than enough food between his teeth,” Plum replied.
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That morning Parry warily flew back to the river bank.  Caleb the Crocodile was floating quietly off shore.  He looked like a big green log.
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When the crocodile saw Parry, he called out, “Please come in, my friend,” and he opened his big red mouth very wide.  Parry could see all the food in Caleb the Crocodile’s teeth.  The food looked delicious.  Parry’s tummy rumbled very loudly.
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Parry suddenly had an idea.  He flew off quickly and fetched a small stick.
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Keeping his distance from Caleb’s red mouth and sharp teeth, Parry leaned carefully over and used his stick to pick out the delicious food.  To his sorrow, the stick slipped, and the food fell off.  He didn’t get a single bite!
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Plum saw that her friend was in trouble, and she offered to help.  “If you’re scared, I can fly in and get you some food,” she said.

But Parry straightened his wings and declared, “I’m not afraid!”
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When Parry returned to the forest, Grandpa Percy was waiting for him.  He was a very old and very wise bird.  Grandpa Percy had heard that Parry was afraid of Caleb the Crocodile.  He invited Parry to sit beside him. 















18




















“Growing up here by the river, I have enjoyed wonderful rides on the backs of many crocodiles,” Grandpa Percy said.  “My memories are full of delicious feasts between the crocodiles’ sharp teeth.  How well we have eaten, dancing and celebrating afterwards.”















19




















Parry imagined himself between Caleb’s sharp white teeth, and he grew pale and trembled.  Grandpa Percy asked, “Are you truly afraid?”

“No, I am not!” said Parry with a squeak.

“I also was afraid at times when I was your age.  But there is no need to be scared,” he said.
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Parry looked up at wise old Grandpa Percy.  “To tell the truth,” he said, “I really am very afraid that Caleb the Crocodile will eat me!”

Grandpa Percy put his wing around Parry.  “Caleb the Crocodile can’t eat us.  We are Plovers!”
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Grandpa Parry pointed to a blue bird that was flying in the treetops above them.  “Look at that bird, and then look at me.  Tell me if you see anything different between us.”















22




















Parry thought for a moment, and then he exclaimed, “You have spurs on your body!”

“Yes,” said Grandpa Percy.  “And so do you!  If the crocodile shuts his mouth on us, our spurs will prick him and he will quickly open his mouth.”
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With new courage, Parry shouted, “Yay!  I won’t be scared anymore.  I can feast in a place with sharp teeth, and not be afraid!” and he imagined himself flying towards Caleb’s big red mouth and shiny white teeth.
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But that night Parry could not sleep.  His new courage had left him, and all he could think of was the danger that waited for him between Caleb’s jaws.
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The next morning, down by the river bank, he was surprised to hear sobbing and moaning.  Who could be crying? 

There in the water was Caleb the Crocodile with tears streaming down his cheeks. 

“Why are you crying?” Parry asked him.

“My teeth hurt, and I can’t do anything about it!” Caleb sobbed.  “Can you please help me get the food out of my teeth?”
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Trembling, Parry flew a little closer to Caleb.  He fluttered up and down uncertainly. 

“Come on Caleb,” he finally shrieked. “Open your mouth before I change my mind!”
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Caleb the Crocodile opened his great big mouth.  Parry closed his eyes, and jumped in.  To his surprise, when he opened his eyes, Caleb had not swallowed him whole!
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Standing there in that scary place, full of sharp teeth, Parry picked at the delicious food before him.  It had been a very long time since he had eaten anything but leaves, and he was very hungry. 

Caleb the Crocodile stopped crying, and a big smile lit up his face.
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Early the next day, Parry packed his bag and his stick, and flew off to join Caleb.
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That morning Caleb the Crocodile was lying very still in the water.  He looked like a big green log. 

Without fear, Parry called out his name.   
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Caleb opened his big red mouth, and Parry flew inside.

“I’m home!” he said. 
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Caleb the Crocodile gave a very big smile.















33




















The End
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