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Man’s relationship to the environment is constantly changing.    Conflicts often arise when different groups of people use the environment in different ways (i.e. hunters vs. farmers).  These conflicts are described as environmental issues and must be resolved.  An environmental problem occurs when the environment is used in a way that results in the loss of a natural resource.
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Environmental Issues

1. Bush fires.

Hunters, farmers and grazers are amongst the different people who start bush fires.  Many see only the advantages of bush fires; however, these fires also destroy animal homes, reduce soil fertility and increase the chances of water scarcity in the dry season.
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Remedies:

· Do not use bush fires.

· Do fire tracing to control fires.

· Plant vetiver grass hedge rows along farm       boundaries. Its evergreen nature kills the fire.

· Use green manure and not chemical fertilizers.

· Use traps, tracking and dogs for hunting.
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2. Deforestation.                                                        

Many things cause deforestation: Potato farming uses the rich forest soil; trees are cut down for specific needs like carving, building, medicine and firewood; bush fires destroy forests.  Deforestation leads to problems such as erosion and loss of plant and animal life diversity.
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Remedies:

· Tree planting in farms and around homes or even establishing tree plantations.

· Maintaining our natural forests.
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3. Poaching.

Poaching is unlawful hunting. People hunt birds, rodents, deer, leopard and other wildlife for food, animal skins, feathers and other uses.  When regulations concerning hunting locations and seasons are not respected, animal species may become endangered or even extinct.
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Remedies:

· Respect of hunting regulations.

· Raising rabbits, guinea pigs, pigs, goats, sheep, chicken for meat and money.

· Do not destroy the ‘homes’ (habitats) of animals with bush fires.
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 4. Pollution.                                                      

Streams and waterways are vital water sources.  Any waste disposed into a stream makes it impure for human and animal consumption.   Other kinds of pollution include land pollution (resulting from waste that doesn’t decompose), air pollution (resulting from burning).
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Remedies:

·   Using streams only for carrying water; bathe and do laundry at home.

·   Separate wastes into what decomposes and what doesn’t.
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5. Stray animals                                               

Domestic animals, such as goats, sheep, cattle, chicken, pigs and dogs, become stray when they are not restricted.  This results in destroyed crops and pollution from the droppings.
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Remedies:

· Restrict movement through fencing and tethering.

· Feeding your domestic animals.

· Growing fodder e.g. hardy grass species like guatemala.
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6. Invasion of game and forest reserves.

Forest and game reserves are wonderful stores of nature, but suffer damage from encroachment by people for farms, hunting, harvesting for commercialised medicine and establishing settlements.
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Remedies:

· Respect of reserve boundaries.















14





















7. Poor farming techniques.

Poor farming techniques, such as establishing farms on steep slopes and tilling the soil before the first torrential rains, result in loss of topsoil (erosion).
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Remedies:

· Contour ploughing reinforced by contour tree planting.

· Fallowing part of the farm lands.

· Tilling the soils on slopes only after the first torrential rain.

· Planting wind breaks, including recommended trees with elaborate root systems effective in containing erosion.
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8. Overgrazing.

This occurs when cattle are grazed on a limited piece of land for a long time without allowing for regrowth, exposing vast areas to the negative effects of wind and water.   This could force grazers to move their cattle from one grazing land to another, which could lead to land disputes.
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Remedies:

· The planting of grass to supplement supplies.

· Building of fences, so that the cattle could graze in a limited area.

· The planting of corn in part of these fenced areas could add food supplies for cattle.

· Grazing on steep slopes should be strongly discouraged.
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Environmental Problems

1. Landslides.

A landslide occurs when the soils on hilly areas can no longer stick together and thus slide off. This process begins when hilly areas become uncovered and unprotected due to farming, overgrazing, bush fires, and the building of roads and houses. During heavy rains, soil becomes softer and begins to flow like mud, or falls off in big chunks.
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Suggested solutions:

· Plant more trees all over the land.

· Don’t cultivate, build houses or roads on steep slopes.

· Carry on good farming practices (contour farming and contour planting of trees).

· Part of the farm should lie fallow every year.
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2. Erosion.

This is a process through which the topsoil is washed or blown away by the action of water or wind. Where steep slopes are cultivated, torrential rains wash away topsoil. Strong winds during the dry season carry the soil away.  Erosion destroys crops and leaves behind only infertile soil.
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Suggested solutions:

· Plant recommended trees following contour lines all over the farms.

· Agro-forestry should be practiced.

· The planting of the vetiver grass, especially on the steep slopes.  Plant wind breaks.

· Discourage farming on steep slopes.
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3. Loss of water catchments.

Inhabitants who are in constant search for fertile farmlands can seriously threaten water catchment areas.  Cutting trees for firewood and cultivating in these areas directly exposes soil to the sun and evaporation is high.  During the dry season, streams dry up resulting in drought.
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Suggested solutions:

· Don’t farm or graze animals in water catchment areas.

· Plant more trees (but not just any kind of tree).
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4. Torrential rains and strong winds.

Torrential rainfalls accompanied by very strong winds are common at the beginning of, and occasionally throughout, the rainy season. Poor farming practices, limited efforts to fight erosion, and overgrazing and farming on steep slopes leads to: the loss of fertile soils, landslides, a threat on human and animal life.
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Suggested solutions:

· Education on the origins and dangers of torrential rains and strong winds.

· Planting of windbreaks, trees that can fight erosion and add nutrients to the soil, and vetiver grass.

· Discourage farming, grazing and building on steep slopes.
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5. Loss of plant and animal life diversity.

Our region is blessed with a diversity of plants, animals and birds. With the growth in our population, these species have been endangered as people in search of lands useful for farming and grazing, and trees useful for medicine, fuel, and building materials encroach on their habitats.  Also, poachers destroy these habitats.
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Suggested solutions:

· Education on the importance and protection of plant and animal life diversity.

· Penalising those who break laws established to protect plant and animal life diversity.

· Sensitisation against poaching.

· Seeds and cuttings of trees useful for medicine, fuel, and building materials (including hardy grasses to replenish the grazers dry season stocks) should be made available to people for their personal and/or commercial uses.
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