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School starts next Monday. The Christmas holidays are over. My dad kills a pig for me.

I'm going to school for the first time.

My relatives come together to share the food. They bring some gifts for me. 

"Here's a shirt to wear," says Mama.

"Here's an umbrella to use in the rain," says my aunt.       

"Here's a pencil to write with," says my cousin brother.

"Here's a rubber to rub out what you don't want," says my cousin sister. 
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"Here's a pencil sharpener to sharpen your pencil," says Big Sister.

"Here's a lunch box to put your lunch in," says Uncle.

"Here's a pair of shorts to wear," says my dad.

My small brother comes to sit on my lap.  Then Bubu gives his blessings.

"Thank you for all the gifts," I say. "I can't wait. I want to go to school now!"
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Secretary’s Message



The Papua New Guinea School Journal (Junior) is a collection of writing suitable for children in Grades 3-5. Some items have been especially selected and simpliﬁed for use in the bridging process.

The Journal is intended as supplementary reading and should be available for children to read in the classroom.



Teachers are encouraged to read a story from the Journal to their class every day. In this way their children will become familiar with the stories and will want to read them for themselves.



The Journal was written and illustrated by Papua New Guinean writers and illustrators and was produced with the assistance of the Papua New Guinea/ New Zealand School

Journals Project. The Department of Education wishes to acknowledge the support of the New Zealand Government in making these Journals available for the children of this country.



PETER M.BAKI

Secretary for Education
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