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Jacob lived in Egypt for 17 years with Joseph.
When Jacob died, his family carried his body to
Canaan and buried him there. After some years,
Joseph and all his brothers died.

Genesis 32:28; 47:28; 50:13; Exodus 1:6-7
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Their descendants had many children and
grandchildren. Jacob’s descendants were called
Israelites because God had changed Jacob’s
name to Israel. The Israelites lived in Egypt as
foreigners for many years.

Genesis 15:13; 32:28; Exodus 1:6
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In time, the Israelites became a very numerous
and powerful people. The land of Egypt was
filled with them.

Exodus 1:7
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After many years, there was a new king in
Egypt. The Egyptians called all their kings
Pharaoh.

Exodus 1:8



5

This Pharaoh did not know who Joseph was or
what Joseph had done for Egypt during the
years with good harvests and the years of
famine.

Exodus 1:8
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Pharaoh was afraid because the Israelites were
so numerous and powerful.

Exodus 1:9
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So he said to the Egyptians, “There are too
many Israelites living here. They are stronger
than we are. They are a threat to us!

Exodus 1:9-10
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“If enemies attack us, the Israelites might help
them and then leave Egypt. We must make a
plan to keep them from multiplying, having
more and more children!”

Exodus 1:10
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So the Egyptians made the Israelites their
slaves. Pharaoh appointed slave masters over
them. These masters forced the Israelites to
work very hard.

Exodus 1:11
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Pharaoh ordered the masters, “Force the
Israelites to work in the fields. Make them build
new cities where we can store food.”

Exodus 1:11, 14
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The slave masters oppressed the Israelites
more and more, but the Israelites had more and
more children. So the Egyptians became more
afraid of the Israelites, who were also called
Hebrews.

Exodus 1:12; (“Hebrews”: Genesis 14:13)
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In those days, there were women called
midwives who helped other women give birth to
their babies.

Exodus 1:15
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Pharaoh summoned two Hebrew midwives,
Shiphrah and Puah, and said, “You must kill all
the Hebrew baby boys as soon as they are born.
Let only the baby girls live!”

Exodus 1:16
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But the midwives feared God and did not obey
Pharaoh's order. Instead, they let the baby
boys live.

Exodus 1:17



15

When Pharaoh heard this, he sent for the
midwives and said, “Why are you disobeying my
order? Why are you letting the baby boys live?”

Exodus 1:18
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The midwives answered, “The Hebrew women
are not like Egyptian women. They are very
strong. They give birth to their babies before
we arrive to help them.”

Exodus 1:19
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Because the Hebrew midwives feared God, God
blessed them with children of their own.

Exodus 1:20-21
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And the Israelites continued to multiply and
grow more and more powerful.

Exodus 1:20
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Then Pharaoh commanded all his people,
"Throw every newborn Hebrew boy into the Nile
River so they die! But let every girl live!”

Exodus 1:22
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